


FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE STEPS TO TEACH.

1. PREPARE YOUR HEART

• Read the Scripture passage and teacher devotion  
for each day. Pray that God will speak to you through 
His Word. 

• Pray for the kids you will teach. Pray for yourself and 
the other leaders at VBS. Ask people to pray for you.

2.  GET THE BASIC FACTS FROM YOUR  
VBS DIRECTOR

• Find out how long your actual teaching time will be 
and where you will travel for each rotation activity. 
(Look at pp. 4–5 to plan your schedule.)

• Determine how many kindergartners you will have.

3. PLAN

• Use these curriculum pieces. 

 ❏This leader guide (005795453) 
The guide contains plans for an opening and 
a closing group time as well as Bible-learning 
activities. It does not include plans for rotation 
activities. (1 guide per teacher)

 ❏VBS 2018 Kindergarten Leader Pack (005795696) 
The leader pack includes Bible story pictures, 
posters, cards, and other fun teaching items. It also 
includes an enhanced CD filled with music and 
printable teaching helps. (1 pack per classroom)

 ❏VBS 2018 Playbook: 3s–K (005795764) 
This interactive book provides a summary of each 
VBS Bible story and contains daily activity pages 
to be used throughout the week to reinforce Bible 
learning. (1 per child)

 ❏VBS 2018 3s–Kindergarten Rotation Pack 
(005795698) 
This pack contains teaching plans for missions, 
music, recreation, and crafts. (At least 1 pack  
per church)

• Read through the teaching plans and highlight what 
you want to include. 

• Meet with your other teachers to plan each daily 
session. Make a list of the supplies you will need.

4. GATHER AND PREPARE

• Organize and prepare items from the leader pack 
using the instructions printed on the bottom of each 
pack item. Some pack items are printed on the  
front and back—read the instructions before  
cutting anything! 

• Print CD-ROM items (available on the enhanced CD 
in the leader pack). 

• Gather needed supplies. (Some VBS directors will 
gather supplies for you. Check to be sure how your 
church does this.)

5. TEACH

• Relax and enjoy building relationships with your kids.

• Be flexible. Adjust your plans to make this the best 
experience possible for you and your kindergartners. 
If your kids get restless, move on to the next activity. 
Remember that all Bible-learning activities may be 
repeated throughout the day or week.

6. CONTINUE THE CONNECTION

• Make sure your church has correct contact 
information for each child in your class.

• Look for ways to stay connected with the children  
you taught (see p. 8 for a few ideas). 

GET STARTED
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Grab your megaphones, lace up your cleats, and tune up your horn. It’s time to gear up for the big game! It’s go time! Whether you’re the 
type to root from the stands, march in the band, cheer on the field, or hustle to the line, the time is now—it’s Game On!

Kids are under so much pressure—to perform well, to be the best, to balance schedules that are full to the brim, to excel in every arena. 
From that vantage point, life’s big game can seem like no fun. But when we step back, we realize that the goal is not competing in our own 
strength. God has already given us everything we need! He’s given us His complete Word as the ultimate playbook. He’s given us Himself, 
which gives us a reason to celebrate. He wants us to join His team, to train hard, to celebrate our salvation, to encourage one another, and 
spur each other on. So what are you waiting for? This is Spirit Week 2018. It’s Game On!

OVERVIEW

DAY 1: Jesus Cares 
About Me—The Story of 
the Lost Sheep 
(Luke 15:1-7)

The Point: I am  
important to God.

Rotation Activities

Music: “Game On!;” 
“Everything We Need;” 
“It’s Game Time;”  
“Rally Song”

Missions: Field Cards; 
Jesus Pennant

Crafts: Decorate a 
Locker; Batter Up!;  
Woolly Sheep; Sheep  
in the Field

Recreation: Sheep 
Herding

Day 2: Jesus Gives Me 
Hope—Jesus Brought 
Lazarus Back to Life 
(John 11:1-44)

The Point: Jesus can  
do anything.

Rotation Activities

Music: “Game On!;”  
“The Jesus Loves Me 
Song;” “Everything We 
Need;” “It’s Game Time”

Missions: Sneaker 
Lacing; Fan Mobile 

Crafts: Make a Pennant; 
Mini Megaphone 
Zipper Pull; Shout It Out 
Megaphone; Keep Your 
Eye on the Ball

Recreation: Pack 
the Locker

Day 3: Jesus Helps  
Me Believe—Thomas 
Saw Jesus Alive 
(John 20:19-31)

The Point: The Bible  
is true.

Rotation Activities

Music: “Game On!;” 
“Rally Song;” “In the 
Bible;” “Everything We 
Need;” “At All Times”

Missions: Cotton  
Swab Painting;  
Prayer Wristband 

Crafts: Decorate a 
Bookmark; Kick-off 
Finger Puppets; Sports 
Streamer; Squeeze Play

Recreation: Sports Spy

Day 4: Jesus Loves Me—
John Wrote About Jesus 
(John 13:1-35; 19:25-27; 
20:1-10; 21:1-14)

The Point: Jesus  
loves me.

Rotation Activities

Music: “Game On!;”  
“The Jesus Loves Me 
Song;” “Everything We 
Need;” “In the Bible;”  
“It’s Game Time” 

Missions: Sports Frame; 
Football Bible Marker

Crafts: Make a Visor; 
Mosaic Cross; Flying 
Soccer Disc; Nothing  
But Net

Recreation: Hoop Toss

Day 5: Jesus Gives  
Me Joy—Paul & Silas 
Praised God  
(Acts 16:23-34)

The Point: I can praise 
God.

Rotation Activities

Music: “Game On!;” 
“Rally Song;” “At All 
Times;” “In the Bible;” 
“It’s Game Time”

Missions: Jersey 
Shakers; Messages 
About Jesus

Crafts: Decorate with 
Texture; Joy Banner; 
Noise Maker Shaker; 
Rally Ringer

Recreation: Earthquake!

Recreation activities for 
theme and free play are 
also available to choose 
from for each day.

Bible Verse: God has given  
us everything we need.  

2 Peter 1:3

Christ Connection: In Jesus, we 
have everything we need to live 

a life that honors God. When 
we trust in Jesus as Savior and 
Lord, He rescues us from sin 

and death and gives us power 
to live joyfully for Him.

Level of Biblical Learning: Bible 
The Bible teaches right  

and wrong.
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Consider the options below. Feel free to mix and match, rearrange, lengthen, shorten, or omit any 
elements as needed. Tailor your classroom schedule to best suit your time frame, preferences,  
and overall VBS schedule.

• Allot time for intro activities (from the CD) if kids will not attend Worship Rally. Add any extra 
time gained to group time or Bible-learning Activities.

• Allow kids to move freely from activity to activity.

• Select two (or more) activities to occur simultaneously. Send a group of kids to each activity  
and swap after 10 minutes. 

•  Plan two (or more) activities. Guide all kids to complete the first activity and then move as a 
group to the next activity. 

• Shorter VBS Schedules: Shorten or omit a rotation activity, intro activity, or closing group time.

• Longer VBS Schedules: Plan all 4 Bible-learning activities plus the bonus activity and increase 
the allotted total time for each activity.

       SAMPLE SCHEDULE

Worship Rally   20 min.

Transition     5 min.

Group Time   25 min.

Bible-learning Activities  20 min.

Rotation Activities 100 min.*

• Music  25 min.

• Missions  25 min.

• Crafts  25 min.

• Recreation 15 min.

• Snack  10 min.

 *  The suggested time for rotations 
includes transition time.

Closing Group Time 10 min.

SCHEDULE OPTIONS (3-HOUR VBS)

      SAMPLE SCHEDULE

Intro Activities  10 min.

Group Time  20 min.

Bible-learning Activities 40 min.

Rotation Activities 100 min.*

• Music  25 min.

• Missions  25 min.

• Crafts  25 min.

• Recreation  15 min.

• Snack  10 min

 *  The suggested time for rotations 
includes transition time.

Closing Group Time 10 min.
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ROTATION OPTIONS
Work with your VBS director to structure a plan for rotation 
activities. Teaching plans for rotation activities are found in 
the VBS 2018 3s–Kindergarten Rotation Pack (005795698).

SAMPLE ROTATION PLANS

Child Rotation
Kindergarten teachers accompany kids to each rotation, 
stay with them during rotation activities, then lead them 
back to the main kindergarten room for closing group time.

Teacher Rotation
Teachers are enlisted to come to the kindergarten room 
and lead rotation activities. After teaching the 20-minute 
rotation, rotation teachers then move to another classroom.

Self-contained Classroom
Children and teachers remain in the room for all activities.  
Kindergarten teachers lead the rotation activities.

TIPS FOR MOVING  
GROUPS OF KIDS

• Locate rotation sites close to 
each other, such as next door 
or just across the hallway.

• Maintain appropriate 
teacher/child ratios (1:5), 
while traveling to and  
from rotations.

• Enlist one teacher to lead 
the line and another teacher 
to walk at the end of the line.

• Use the “buddy system” 
(friends holding hands, 
walking side by side) to 
keep kids together.

• Keep an accurate daily 
attendance list with you 
as you travel to make sure 
everyone is accounted for  
at all times.

ROTATION OPTIONS  
AND SAFETY TIPS
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COACHING KINDERGARTNERS
    Practice makes perfect! Kindergartners LOVE 

repetition. It’s good to repeat activities throughout the 
week and bring back favorite games and songs.

    Get your team “in the game!”  Kindergartners are 
hands-on, experiential learners. They LEARN as they 
DO. This leader guide is filled with ideas specifically 
designed to help rising first graders learn in the ways 
God made them to learn.

    Have a game plan, but be ready for an end run! 
Kindergartners have SHORT attention spans—roughly 
one minute for every year of age. Be prepared for 
kids to tire quickly and be ready to move on to 
something else. Stay flexible during group times and 
be ready to shorten, repeat, or even skip elements as 
needed.

    You’re the coach! Eyes and ears are always on you! 
Kindergartners are ALWAYS watching and  
listening … even when you think they are not. 
Children will learn more from your actions than  
your words. Be aware that everything you do  
(or don’t do) and everything you say (or don’t say)  
is teaching something.

    Your players have unique skill sets! Kindergartners 
are still developing fine and gross motor skills. They 
skip, hop, and jump well but are still learning to cut 
with scissors and print words. Be prepared for a wide 
range of skills among the children you teach. For 
some kids, the experience of cutting or coloring or 
painting or stacking blocks may be more important 
than actually “making” something.

    It’s much more than a game! Kindergartners are 
capable of internalizing and applying Bible truths. 
They remember and like to tell Bible stories, can use 
the Bible, can find Bible verses, and enjoy singing 
songs about God and Jesus. Kids also want to know 
that they are doing what the Bible teaches.

TIP: You’ll be able to head 
off a lot of behavioral 

challenges simply by being 
ready to begin as soon 
as the first child walks 

into the room. Kids will be 
less inclined to run wild 

if teachers are ready and 
waiting to engage them  

in activities. 

TIP: Try setting up 
Bible-learning activities 
in different areas of the 
room and letting kids 

move freely from activity 
to activity. This will help 

kids stay engaged at 
their own pace! 

TIP: Remember that as 
the teacher, you are “the 
lesson.” Use a variety of 

tools (music, games, play, 
activities, and Bible stories) 

to teach kindergartners 
Bible truths. 

TIP: Don’t stress if art projects end up 
looking much different than imagined. 

The process is more important than 
the end result. If kids enjoyed doing 

it, then it was a success! 

TIP: Kindergartners like 
to please adults. Remind 
kids whenever they “do 
what the Bible teaches” 
that they are doing what 

is pleasing to God.
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EQUIP YOURSELF FOR 
SUCCESS AS A TEACHER
1. Familiarize yourself with the contents of this 

guide, the Kindergarten Leader Pack, the 
Kindergarten Enhanced CD (included in the 
leader pack), and the Playbook.

2. Print the following items from the CD to help with 
planning and preparation: “Planning Chart” (1 per 
teacher), “Child Information Sheet” (1 per child), 
“Attendance Chart,” “Rotation Schedule,” and 
“Intro Activities.”

3. Prepare all leader pack and CD items according 
to the instructions printed on the bottom of  
each pack item. 

4. Get together with the other teachers in your 
room before VBS, go through the leader guide, 
and divvy up responsibilities. This will keep any 
one teacher from bearing the full weight AND 
will help create an environment where both 
learning and fun can take place!

5. Consider designating one teacher as the  
“lead teacher” to greet children and parents at 
the door, conduct group times, and to oversee 
the daily details such as attendance.

6. Set up the room for VBS and prepare activities 
ahead of time each day. At the end of VBS,  
put away all supplies and return the room to  
its original arrangement.

7. Remember that YOU are the example of what 
God is like to a child. As you talk with and listen 
to kids, play alongside them, hug them, protect 
them, help them work through challenges, and 
meet their basic needs, you are demonstrating 
God’s love in practical, tangible ways.

TRAIN YOUR TEAM ABOUT 
SAFETY AND SECURITY
1. Familiarize yourself with your church’s policies 

and observe all safety and security procedures.

2. Conduct background screenings and check  
references of every volunteer prior to participating 
in VBS. (See “Screening Procedures for 
Childhood Ministry” at www.lifeway.com  
for more information.)

3. Follow your church’s sign-in procedures 
as parents drop off their children. Obtain a 
completed “Child Information Sheet” (CD) and 
an emergency number from parents. Pass along 
any special/allergy information to other teachers. 

4. Sign-in sheets and security wristbands, tags,  
or cards are good ways to ensure safe and 
appropriate release to parents/guardians.

5. Follow the two-person rule at all times. Make 
sure there are always at least two adult teachers, 
even if only one child is present.

6. Try to maintain the recommended teacher/child 
ratio of 1 teacher for every 5 children. 

7. Allow only two kindergartners of the same 
gender in the restroom at one time. A teacher 
should supervise at the door, while remaining 
in full view of another teacher. A teacher should 
never be alone in the restroom with a child.

TEACHER TIPSS
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CONNECT VBS AND HOME

1. Encourage parents to use the VBS 2018 Playbook: 
3s–K (005795764) to engage their children in spiritual 
conversations. Designed for kids from ages 3 through 
Kindergarten, this Playbook is used during Bible story group 
time as well as being a great take-home resource. This 16-page 
booklet includes Bible stories, activities, games, a “personal 
stat” page perfect for a VBS photo, and a parent letter to help 
continue Bible learning at home.

2. Pick up a copy of the VBS 2018 Keepsake Book 
(005795763) for each child. Work with children on the 
books throughout VBS. Give the books to parents at the 
end of VBS as a keepsake documenting the things their 
children did and learned at VBS. This will be a treasured gift 
for many parents!

3. Provide VBS 2018 Parent Guides (005796535) for  
all parents.

4. Suggest parents download the VBS app on their 
smartphones or tablets and interact with the content 
alongside their children.

5. Send notes, call, or visit each child after VBS. Consider 
taking a small gift such as the VBS 2018 Music for 
Preschoolers CD (005796541) for children to enjoy  
all of their favorite VBS songs for years to come!

CONTINUE THE CONNECTION
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JESUS CARES ABOUT ME

BIBLE STORY: 
The Story of the Lost Sheep 
(Luke 15:1-7)

BIBLE VERSE: 
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3 

TODAY’S POINT: 
I am important to God.

DAY 1

TEACHER DEVOTION
Yep, I’m one of those: last to be picked for any playground or P.E. game; prefers 
books to balls; doesn’t know a tight end from a split end. You, too? Don’t walk off 
the field just yet—you are the one God chose for your position on the VBS team! He 
recruited you to help kids discover how precious they are to Jesus!

In today’s story, some people needed a sharply pointed reminder that everyone 
is precious to Jesus. At that time, the religious leaders recognized only two teams 
in the league: Winners (themselves) and Sinners ( just about everyone else). The 
Sinners’ lineup included tax collectors, people who did not follow Old Testament 
rules closely enough, and people deemed to be under God’s judgment because of 
a physical ailment. 

“This man welcomes sinners!” the Pharisees groused. Can you see their sneers and 
hear their contempt? Jesus surely did, and told them the story you’ll share with kids 
today. It’s about a shepherd who did not rest until his entire flock—every last one—
was safely home. 

Artists’ renderings of this parable often show the Good Shepherd tenderly carrying 
a small, shivering, bewildered lamb on His shoulders. Perhaps that is what Jesus 
had in mind. But did you ever consider that lost sheep could have been the 
muleheaded, perpetually cantankerous one that ran from the Shepherd rather than 
to Him? (I’m praying for one of those. Perhaps you are, too.) Jesus passionately 
loves the lost little ones, but He pursues the stubborn big ones, too! 

No one is too lost to receive Jesus’ love. No “sheep” is so far gone that He refuses 
to go after it. (You may need that reminder after a week with wild and woolly 
children.) Our prayer is that this week, you’ll see each of your kids through the 
Shepherd’s eyes! 

PERSONAL TRAINING

VBS isn’t just for kids—it’s for you, too! Do a little spiritual stretching of your own as 
you prepare to teach:

•  How does Isaiah 53:6 describe us?

•  Glance at Matthew 9:10-13 and Luke 19:10. How did Jesus describe His 
mission on earth? What can you do this week to help continue that mission?

• Continue reading Jesus’ follow-up stories in Luke 15. What was the end result 
of each incident? 
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ROOM PREPARATION
• Print all CD items. The “CD” 

referenced in this guide is 
the Kindergarten Enhanced 
CD (pack item 27).

• Gather one VBS 
2018 Playbook: 3s–K 
(005795764) per child. 
If it is not possible to 
provide one for each child, 
purchase a few for the 
room to use during VBS.

• Review the decorating 
suggestions (pages 46–47).

• NOTE: If kindergartners will 
not attend Worship Rally, 
print the “Intro Activities” 
(CD) for Day 1. Gather the 
listed materials and begin 
activities when the first  
child arrives.

COACH TIP
• For added theme fun, 

use the VBS 2018 Jersey 
Backpack (005797679) in 
place of making one with  
a gift bag.

PREP STEPS

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ Bible Story Picture 1 (pack item 1)

 ❏ Training Center Wall (pack item 6)

 ❏ Wall Add-ons (pack item 8)

 ❏ Exercise Chart (pack item 9)

 ❏ Equipment Instructions (pack item 21)

 ❏ Large, solid-colored gift bag

 ❏ White paper

 ❏ Construction paper circles in red,  
blue, green, yellow (at least 4 circles of 
each color)

 ❏ 2 paper pennants (triangles) 

 ❏ Tape, glue, and scissors to make  
jersey bag

 ❏ CD and CD player

• Tape the “Training Center Wall” and 
“Exercise Chart” to a wall.

• Make the jersey bag according to the 
“Equipment Instructions”

• Cut apart the “Wall Add-ons.” Place 
today’s Point and the verse in the  
jersey bag.

• Place the colored circles, the Bible story 
picture, and the Bible in the jersey bag.

• Print True on one paper pennant and 
False on the other pennant. Tape the 
pennants on opposite walls near the 

group time area.

WARM UP

• Welcome kids to VBS. Say: “The Bible tells us about God and Jesus. We can learn what 
God wants people to do. We will be learning more about God and what the Bible tells 
us. But, just like athletes, we should warm up before we begin our learning.”

• Play “Game On!” (track 7). Point to one of the movements on the “Exercise Chart” and 
tell kids to do that movement with the music. Call: “Change!” and point to another 
movement. As the music stops, tell kids to return to their places.

GROUP TIME
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INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY

• Lay colored circles in this pattern: red, 
blue, red, [leave space], red, blue. Ask 
kids to look at the pattern and ask: 
“What is missing in this pattern?” After 
kids identify the missing color, lay  
the blue circle in the space and say  
the pattern. 

• Create another pattern with different 
colors and play again. Repeat a few 
times. Tell kids: “You had to look 
carefully to figure out what was missing 
from the pattern. In today’s Bible 
story Jesus told about someone who 
searched for something.”

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

• Open the Bible to Luke 15. Tell the Bible 
story in your own words, maintaining eye 
contact with the children as you tell it.

GROUP TIME

THE STORY OF THE LOST SHEEP
Luke 15:1-7

Many people came to listen to Jesus teach about God. One day Jesus told this story: A 
man had 100 sheep. One sheep got lost. So what did the man do? He left the other 99 
sheep and went looking for the one that was lost. When he found the missing sheep, he 
called his friends together and said, “Let’s celebrate! I’ve found my lost sheep!” 

Jesus said that God cares about people even more than a shepherd cares about his 
sheep. Jesus told this story to help people understand something about God. God cares 
about all people. Everyone is important to God. He loves us more than anything!
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GROUP TIME

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

• Show the Bible story picture. Encourage 
kids to take turns telling what they 
remember about the Bible story. Correct 
any misunderstandings.

• Point out the words True and False 
on the wall. Tell kids to listen to the 
statement that you make. Then they 
can crawl (like a sheep) to True if 
the statement is true or False if the 
statement is not true. Make statements 
like these: 

 – Jesus told a story about a man who 
had sheep. (true)

 – The man had 25 sheep. (false)

 – One sheep was lost. (true)

 – The sheep came back after 1 day. 
(false)

 – The man went to look for the lost  
sheep. (true)

 – The man found the sheep and 
celebrated with his friends. (true)

TALK ABOUT THE POINT

• Say: “Jesus said that God cares for each 
person even more than a shepherd 
cares about his sheep. Everyone is 
important to God. You are important to 
God. I am important to God.” 

• Show the Point and read it. Encourage 
kids to say the words with you. Attach 
the Point to the Training Center Wall.

• Tell kids: “I will describe someone 
important to God. Listen and guess this 
person’s name.” Describe one of the 
children. After kids guess, say: “____ is 
important to God.” 

• Describe another child. Continue until all 
children are described. 

 

PRAY TOGETHER

• Invite kids to listen while you pray. Pray 
and thank God for the Bible. Thank Him 
that everyone is important to God. Thank 
Him for each child by name.

• Invite any volunteers to pray, too. Listen 
as children pray. (Do not force any child 
to pray.)

DO THE VERSE WAVE

• Show the verse add-on. Say the verse 
together. Open the Bible to 2 Peter 1 and 
show kids where the verse is located in  
the Bible.

• Ask: “What are some things that we 
need?” Listen as kids name needs. 
(Comment on things that we may want 
but do not need. Note that needs are 
things that people must have to live.)

• Lead children to do the wave. Help 
them understand that they stand up and 
sit down quickly, one after the other. 
Practice a few times. Say the verse  
and do the wave together. Repeat a  
few times.

COACH TIP
• Each day place the  

items you need into the 
jersey bag. Pull the items 
from the bag as you  
need them.

BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

COACH TIP
Instead of moving back and 
forth for the review game, tell 
kids to clap if the statement 
is true and stomp if the 
statement is not true.

TRANSITION TO BIBLE-
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

• Describe each Bible-
learning activity in the 
classroom today.

• Say: “If your name begins 
with C, move to an activity.” 
Continue calling children 
by the initial letters of their 
names until all children are 
involved in an activity.
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COUNT TO 100

Supplies: Bible, “Hundred Puzzles”  
(pack item 13), “Reproducibles” (pack item 
10), “Bible Story Picture 1” (pack item 1),  
small floral marbles or rocks [Optional: 
“Sheep” (CD)] 

• Make copies of the two grids on the 
“Reproducibles.” Cut apart the “Hundred 
Puzzles.” Place all items on a table or on 
trays on the floor.

• Lead a child to put together one of the 
“Hundred Puzzles” or to place rocks on 
the “10 Groups of 10” grid. Talk about 
the number 100.

• Show the Bible story picture and talk 
about the Bible story. Tell kids that Jesus 
told a story of a shepherd who left 99 
sheep to look for a lost sheep. The 
sheep was important to him. Jesus said 
that each person is important to God, 
more important than a sheep is to a 
shepherd.

• Help a child open the Bible to Luke 15. 
Point to Jesus’ name.

• Flip one of the puzzles over and 
assemble to see the Bible verse. Help a 
child read the verse.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Invite a child to count 100 sheep onto 
the 100 grid. 

• Take one sheep and place it  
somewhere nearby. Tell the child to  
find the “lost” sheep.

• Say the Point.

 D KID CONNECTION

Every person is important to God. I am 
important to God.

WRITE MESSAGES IN THE 
WORKOUT ROOM

Supplies: Bible, “Training Center Wall” 
(pack item 6), “Wall Add-ons” (pack item 8), 
“Exercise Chart” (pack item 9), “Workout 
Room Setup” (pack item 7), “Reproducibles” 
(pack item 10), towels or small mats, workout 
props, large stand-up non-breakable mirror, 
hand mirrors, dry erase markers, and 
erasers [Optional: CD and CD player]

• Invite kids to use the materials to do 
exercises or work out. Comment that 
athletes, cheerleaders, and band 
members must stay in shape to do the 
things they do on game day.

• Say the Point. Draw attention to the 
words on the wall. Suggest that kids 
write these words on the mirrors. 

• Tell kids that people like to do different 
things, but each person is important  
to God.

• Open the Bible as you talk about the 
Bible story.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Suggest that children write names or 
other words on the mirrors.

• Challenge kids to write Jesus’ name or 
other words from the Bible story.

• Play songs from the CD to add to the 
workout atmosphere.

 D KID CONNECTION

Every person is important to God.

COUNT TO 100 TIP
• Closely supervise the use 

of small floral marbles or 
rocks. These can be a 
potential choking  
hazard for  
preschoolers.

WORKOUT ROOM SETUP
• Construct a Workout 

Room using the ideas on 
“Workout Room Setup.” 

• Use the “Training Center 
Wall” and “Exercise  
Chart” on the wall in the 
Workout Room. 

• Display today’s Point from 
the “Wall Add-ons.” 

• Make a copy of 
the “Roster” (on 
“Reproducibles”) and  
print children’s names  
on the roster; display  
on the wall or a table. 

• Spread towels or mats on 
the floor. 

• Arrange desired workout 
items on the table and  
the floor. 

• Lay markers and erasers 
with the mirrors.

WORKOUT ROOM TIP
• This workout room can be 

used throughout VBS. Add 
or change materials each 
day to maintain interest.

• You can still provide the 
mirror writing activity  
even if you choose not 
to set up the workout 
room. Display the Point 
and children’s names with 
hand mirrors, dry erase 
markers, and erasers.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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PLAY A TOSSING GAME

Supplies: Bible, verse from “Wall Add-ons” 
(pack item 8), homemade penalty flags (see 
“Equipment Instructions” (pack item 21),  
“Jesus Name Letters” (pack item 23)

• Place the letters and the verse on the 
floor. Guide kids to stand a few feet 
away and take turns tossing the penalty 
flags onto the letters or verse. When 
a flag lands on a letter, ask kids to tell 
something about the Bible story. When 
a flag lands on the verse, say the verse 
together.

• Help a child open the Bible to 2 Peter 1 
and find the verse.

• Adjust the game. When a flag lands on 
the verse, ask kids to tell something that 
people need that God gives.

• Pray and thank God for providing for  
our needs.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Position the letters face down. Challenge 
kids to find the letters in order. When 
a flag lands on a letter, flip it over. If it 
is the correct letter, remove it from the 
game. If not, return it to the game.

• Continue until all letters are removed 
from the game.

• Play the song “Everything We Need” 
(track 1).

 D KID CONNECTION

We are important to God. He loves us.

.

MAKE “GAME ON” SELF-PORTRAIT

Supplies: Bible, “Sports Pictures” (pack item 
16), large manila or white paper, colored 
construction paper, markers, scissors, glue, 
“Game On Pictures” (CD) [Optional: pencils]

• Cut the colored paper into squares, 
triangles, and circles. Print the “Game 
On Pictures” from the CD and make 
several copies. Place all materials on a 
table. Mark the Bible story with a piece 
of colored paper.

• Tell kids they can create self-portraits 
and then add other items to make 
themselves look like a sports player, 
cheerleader, band member, or fan. First,  
a child can draw a picture of himself on 
manila or white paper. Tell him to make 
his picture large.

• Suggest kids use the colored paper to 
make jerseys, sports balls, pennants, 
instruments, pom-poms, or other items 
to add to the pictures. They may want 
to look at the sports pictures for ideas 
or reference. (They can cut out and glue 
items from the “Game On Pictures,” too.)

• Talk about the Bible story. Open the 
Bible to the story and point to it. 

• Tell kids that Jesus told people that 
every person is important to God.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Offer plain or lined paper and pencils. 
Tell kids they can write stories about 
themselves and the things they could do 
as the “Game On” people they created. 
They may want to write about playing a 
sport, cheering at a game, or playing in 
the band.

• Say the Point. Help a child write the 
Point in his story or on his portrait.

 D KID CONNECTION

I am important to God.

BONUS ACTIVITY: USE A 
PHOTO BOOTH

 ❏ “Photo Booth Props” (pack 
item 24)

 ❏ Straws or dowels
 ❏ Tape
 ❏ Digital or toy camera

• Prepare the props by 
taping each one to a straw 
or dowel.

• Lead kids to pose and take 
photos of one another. (Or 
pretend to take photos with 
a toy camera.)

• Remind kids that every 
person is important to God.

TRANSITION TO 
ROTATIONS

• Guide kids to help put 
away materials and clean 
the room to prepare for 
rotation activities.

• Line up at the door. Tell 
kids to pretend to play 
instruments (silently)  
and march to the first 
rotation activity.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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Supplies: Bible, “Bible Story Picture 1” (pack 
item 1), “Sports Pictures” (pack item 16), 
sports headband, homemade penalty flag, 
small paper plates, marker, CD, CD player

• Print the words of the Point on the paper 
plates, one word per plate. Place/hide 
the plates around the room.

PLAY A GUESSING GAME

• Put on the sports headband. Show one 
of the “Sports Pictures” to the children 
and tuck it in the headband. 

• Ask questions and tell kids to answer 
yes or no to help you guess what the 
object is.

• Repeat with a few of the pictures.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

• Lay the Bible story picture on the floor. 

• Toss the penalty flag to a child and lead 
her to toss the flag onto the picture. Ask 
her to tell something she remembers 
about the Bible story.

• Repeat with each child.

• Tell kids that Jesus told about a 
shepherd who looked for a lost sheep. 
The sheep was important to the 
shepherd. God loves all people. Each 
person is more important to God than a 
sheep is to a shepherd.

CHECK THE PLAYBOOK

• Turn to pages 2–3 in the Playbook and 
show kids the sports stadium.

• Recall how the shepherd in today’s  
story looked and looked until he found 
his lost sheep.

• Name an object on the page and choose 
a child to find and point to the object.

• Encourage that child to name a different 
object and choose another child from 
the group to find it.

• Continue playing the game until all kids 
have had a turn.

• Remind kids that Jesus loves us even 
more than the shepherd loves his sheep.

PRAY

• Tell kids to move around the room and 
find the words. 

• Gather the words together. Read  
each word. 

• Lead kids to put the Point in order. Say 
the Point together.

• Pray and thank God that each person  
is important to Him. Thank Him for  
His love.

SING THE BIBLE VERSE

• Open the Bible to 2 Peter 1:3 and read 
the verse.

• Play and sing “Everything We Need”  
(track 1). 

• Move with the song. Sing the  
song twice.

MATCH PICTURES

• Mix the “Sports Pictures” and lay all the 
pictures face down on the floor.

• Choose two kids to each turn over a 
picture. If the pictures match, remove 
the cards from the game. If they do not 
match, turn the pictures face down.

• Continue until dismissal time. (If all 
matches are found, mix the pictures  
and start again.)

CLOSING GROUP TIME

BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need 2 Peter 1:3

COACH TIP
• Assemble the “Group  

Time Extra Plays” (pack 
items 25 and 26) on a ring. 
Keep the cards with you 
and use one of the games 
if an additional activity  
is needed.

TIPS FOR DISMISSAL
• Follow your church’s 

procedures for dismissing 
children from VBS.

• Place each child’s personal 
belongings and take-home 
items by the door.

• Enlist one teacher to 
wait by the door to greet 
parents and quietly 
remove their child from 
the closing group time 
activities.

• Thank kids for coming to 
VBS and tell them you look 
forward to seeing them the 
next day.
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JESUS GIVES ME HOPE

BIBLE STORY: 
Jesus Brought Lazarus Back 
to Life (John 11:1-44)

BIBLE VERSE: 
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3 

TODAY’S POINT: 
Jesus can do anything.

TEACHER DEVOTION
Can you imagine being a fan of a sport where your team hasn’t won a championship in more 
than a century? Baseball buff or not, it was difficult to duck the hoopla surrounding the 2016 
World Series between the Chicago Cubs and the Cleveland Indians. Media covered every 
inning of every game from every angle. Fanatics cheerfully shelled out thousands of dollars 
for prime box seats at Game 7. For both teams (perhaps especially for the Cubs, vying for their 
first Series win in 108 years), the air crackled with this could be it! For people who believe in 
Jesus’ power over life and death, the mindset is not this could be; it’s this will be—period!

Martha and Mary were losing hope rapidly. Their brother Lazarus was so ill, they determined 
only Jesus could provide a cure. In the absence of modern messaging, they sent word to 
Jesus on foot—a painstakingly slow process, considering Jesus was last known to be “across 
the Jordan,” approximately 20 miles from Bethany (John 10:40). The two additional days Jesus 
chose to wait had to be excruciating for the grieving sisters.

Although Jesus clearly laid out His plans to His disciples (see John 11:4,11-15), Mary and Martha 
did not fully grasp the purpose in Jesus’ procrastination. That was clear in the way they 
greeted Jesus. They basically asked, “What took You so long?” Bystanders expressed similar 
thoughts in John 11:37.

Jesus grieved along with the sisters, and He continued to assure them He was in control—
both in this life and after this life. Praying for the sake of the people who watched Him (John 
11:41-42), Jesus called Lazarus out of the cave. 

The logic in today’s story is as straight as a line drive: Jesus said He would raise Lazarus. He 
kept His word to His friends. Jesus said He gives eternal life to people who believe in Him. He 
will keep His word to us! 

PERSONAL TRAINING

VBS isn’t just for kids—it’s for you, too! Do a little spiritual stretching of your own as you 
prepare to teach:

•  Luke 7:11-17 describes another man raised to life by Jesus. Compare the reaction of 
the citizens of Nain to the Pharisees’ discussion of the Lazarus incident in John 11:45-
48. What were the Pharisees afraid of? Why? 

•  1 Peter 1:3-9 describes the “living hope” given to those who have faith in Jesus.  
What does Peter say you can look forward to? 

DAY 2
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WARM UP

• Lead kids to sit in a circle. Show the name cards, one at a time, and read the names. 
Tell kids that you will show two name cards; the children with those names should stand 
and switch places.

• Place the cards back in the bag and pull out two cards randomly. After kids switch 
places, pull two more cards. Continue with all kids. 

• Pull three or four cards at a time. As the last pull of the game, pull all names and 
everyone can switch places.

GROUP TIME

PREP STEPS

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ Bible Story Picture 2 (pack item 2)

 ❏ Training Center Wall (pack item 6)

 ❏ Wall Add-ons (pack item 8)

 ❏ Jesus and Lazarus Trading Cards (pack 
items 12a–b)

 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)

 ❏ Whistle

 ❏ 2–3 small balls

 ❏ Adding machine tape or long paper strip

 ❏ Marker

 ❏ Heavy paper squares (or index cards)

 ❏ Self-stick notes

 ❏ Tape

 ❏ CD and CD player

• Place the Bible verse (from “Wall 
Add-ons”) in the jersey bag (if it is not 
attached to the Training Wall). Add 
the Bible, “Jesus and Lazarus Trading 
Cards,” whistle, and balls to the bag.

• Cover the Bible story picture with self-
stick notes. Place the covered picture in 
the jersey bag.

• Print the words of the Point on a long 
paper strip. Roll up the strip (from end to 
beginning) and place in the jersey bag.

• Print the name of each child on a paper 
square, one name per square. Place the 
squares in the bag.
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BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

“JESUS”

COACH TIP
The name Jesus is italicized 
in the story to remind you to 
pause so that kids can sign 
the name.

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY

• Show the “Jesus Trading Card.” Ask kids 
to read the name on the card. Ask kids 
to tell what they know and remember 
about Jesus. They may list things from 
the Day 1 story or other things they 
know. (Correct any misinformation.) 

• Lay the card aside. Tell kids that they  
will hear another story about Jesus. 
They should listen for Jesus’ name.

• Show kids how to sign Jesus’ name in 
sign language. Say: “Each time you  
hear Jesus’ name in the story, make  
this sign.” Practice the sign again.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

• Open your Bible to John 11. Remind them 
to listen for Jesus’ name. They can also 
listen for the names of Jesus’ friends. 
Tell the Bible story in your own words, 
pausing slightly after Jesus’ name so 
children can make the sign.

JESUS BROUGHT LAZARUS BACK TO LIFE
John 11:1-44

Jesus loved His friends, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha, very much. One day Lazarus got very 
sick, so Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus. 

Jesus got their message and decided to go to their house. By the time Jesus got there, 
Lazarus had already died and been buried for four days.

Martha went to Jesus and said, “Jesus, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” Jesus told her, “Your brother will live again.”

Then Mary went to Jesus and said, “If You had been here, my brother would not have 
died!” When Jesus saw her crying, He was very upset and cried. Jesus asked where 
Lazarus was, and the people took Him to the cave where Lazarus was buried. A large 
stone was in front of the opening of the cave to seal it shut. Jesus asked the people to 
move the stone away from the opening of the tomb. 

Jesus looked up and said, “Father, thank You for hearing Me. I know that You always hear 
Me, but I am saying this out loud so that everyone else can hear and believe that You 
sent Me.”  

Then, He shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus came out of the tomb. 
His hands, feet, and face were still wrapped in cloth. The people unwrapped the cloth 
and saw with their own eyes that Lazarus was alive again! 

GROUP TIME
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REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

• Lay the covered picture on the floor. 
Choose a child to come and pull a note 
from the picture. She can tell something 
she remembers about the story.

• Continue choosing children to pull 
notes from the picture and tell what they 
remember about the story.

• Show the uncovered picture for more 
story conversation. 

• Show the “Lazarus Trading Card.” Name 
the friends of Jesus. (Mary, Martha, 
Lazarus)

PRAY AND SING

• Show the rolled up paper. Tell kids  
that Lazarus was wrapped up and the 
people had to unwrap him after he  
was alive again.

• Slowly unroll the paper strip until you 
see the first word. Read the word 
Jesus. Continue unrolling slowly and 
reading the words as they appear. Read 
the entire sentence. (Jesus can do 
anything.)

• Tell kids that Jesus is God’s Son. He 
could do things that only He and God 
could do; no person could do all the 
things that Jesus did. Say the Point 
together.

• Pray and thank God for Jesus. 

• Sing the song “In the Bible” (track 2). 

CHECK THE PLAYBOOK

• Distribute a Playbook and marker to 
each child and invite kids to stand.

• Explain that sometimes team members 
sign their names on papers for their fans; 
this is called “giving an autograph.”

• Lead kids to find one friend who has 
the same color of hair and exchange 
autographs on pages 4 and 5 in each 
other’s Playbook. 

• Lead kids to find two friends who  
have the same type of shoes. Encourage 
the friends to write their names in the  
others’ Playbooks. 

• Lead kids to find three friends who  
are wearing the same color. If they’ve 
not already written in their friends’ 
Playbooks, encourage the kids to 
exchange autographs with each other.

• Say: “Today’s story was about Jesus and 
three of His friends.”  

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE

• Show the verse add-on and say the 
verse together. Open the Bible and 
show kids where the verse is located in 
the Bible.

• Lead kids to sit in a circle. Hand out the 
small balls to different children around 
the circle.

• Tell kids to begin passing the balls 
around the circle when you blow the 
whistle. (Make sure kids know which 
direction to pass the balls.) Tell them  
to stop passing when they hear the 
whistle again.

• Blow the whistle. After 30 seconds or so, 
blow the whistle again.

• Lead the kids holding the balls to say the 
verse with you.

• Blow the whistle to start the balls moving 
again. Repeat several times.

TRANSITION TO BIBLE-
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

• Describe the activities 
for today.

• Mix the name cards and 
pull 1–2 cards from the 
bag. Tell those children to 
choose activities. Continue 
pulling names until all kids 
move to activities.

GROUP TIME
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MAKE A BANNER

Supplies: Bible, “Jesus Trading Card”  
(pack item 12a), “Book: Who Is Jesus?” (pack 
item 14), homemade roller printers (see 
“Equipment Instructions,” pack item 21),  
large pieces of paper, markers, washable 
stamp pads, tape [Optional: self-stick  
notes, pencils]

• Tape a large piece of paper to a table or 
the floor. Print Jesus can do anything. 
in the middle of the paper. Lay the other 
materials around the paper. 

• Invite kids to decorate around the words 
to create a banner about Jesus. Show 
them how to roll the roller printer in the 
ink and then on the paper. 

• Suggest kids draw pictures of Jesus on 
the banner, too.

• Talk about the Bible story and about 
things that Jesus did. Read the words on 
the back of the “Jesus Trading Card” and 
in the book.

• Pray and thank God for Jesus.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Provide self-stick notes and pencils. 

• Lead kids to print words about Jesus 
and stick to the back of the trading card 
or in the book.

• Sing the song “In the Bible” (track 2).

 D KID CONNECTION

I can learn more about Jesus, God’s Son. 
He can do anything.

WRAP WRISTS IN THE WORKOUT 
ROOM

Supplies: Bible, “Bible Story Picture 2” (pack 
item 2), workout props and materials from 
Day 1, cloth or gauze strips (18–24 inches)
[Optional: small inflated ball]

• Invite kids to use the materials in the 
workout room. 

• Show a child how to use a cloth strip 
to wrap around his wrist. Tuck the end 
of the strip back into the wrist wrap to 
secure it.

• Comment that sometimes players wrap 
their wrists, hands, or ankles while 
practicing or playing.

• Talk about the Bible story and show 
the Bible story picture. Talk about what 
Jesus did for Lazarus.

• Say the Point. Find the story in the Bible.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Provide a small inflated ball.

• Challenge kids to tap the inflated ball 
in the air and keep it up as they say the 
Point. (Say a word with each tap on the 
ball.) If the ball hits the floor, start again.

• Thank God for Jesus, His Son.

 D KID CONNECTION

I can learn that Jesus can do anything.

BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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PLAY A GAME

Supplies: Bible, “Move the Ball Game”  
(pack item 19), “Soccer Number Cube”  
(pack item 17), small paper ball

• Prepare the cube and the game. Make 
a small paper ball by tightly wadding a 
piece of colored paper. Lay the game on 
a table or the floor and place the paper 
ball in the middle (starred) space. Lay the 
cube beside the board.

• Tell two players to sit at either end of the 
game board. One child can roll the cube 
and move the ball that many spaces 
toward his end of the board. The other 
child rolls the cube and moves the ball 
back toward her end of the board.

• Continue moving the ball back and forth 
until one player reaches his end (goal). 

• Ask the child to tell something that 
Jesus can do.

• Recall the Bible story and say the Point.

• Help a child open the Bible to John 11 
and find Jesus’ name.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Add a second ball to the game. 

• Tell players that they need to move balls 
toward their end and keep balls away 
from the other end. When they roll, they 
can move either ball on the board.

• Open the Bible to the Bible verse. Read 
the verse. Tell kids that God sent Jesus 
to earth because we need Him.

 D KID CONNECTION

I can thank God for Jesus, who can  
do anything.

PLAY BROOM HOCKEY

• Supplies: Bible, “Jesus Name Letters” 
(pack item 23), today’s Point from “Wall 
Add-ons” (pack item 8), brooms, paper 
plates, marker

• Print the letters of Jesus’ name on paper 
plates, one letter per plate. Make at least 
2 sets of letters. Lay the “Jesus Name 
Letters” along a wall, spaced apart. 
(These are the goals.) Scatter the plates 
on the floor around the play area.

• Invite a child to use a broom to move the 
plate letters onto the goal letters. They 
should only place matching letters on 
the goal letters.

• Show the Point and read it. Talk about 
what Jesus did in the Bible story.

• Lay the Point on the floor. Challenge kids 
to work together and use the brooms to 
move all the letters of Jesus’ name onto 
the Point. Say: “Jesus can do anything!” 
when children complete the challenge.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Make the letter sets on different colored 
plates or use different colored markers 
for each set. Mix and scatter the plates 
around the play area.

• Assign one color to each player (or 
team). Tell players to move only their 
letters to the goal letters. To increase 
the difficulty, they can move the letters 
in order.

• Open the Bible and find Jesus’ name in 
John 11.

 D KID CONNECTION

Jesus can do anything because He is  
God’s Son.

BONUS ACTIVITY: FEEL 
LETTERS

 ❏ “Lazarus Trading Card” 
(pack item 12b)

 ❏ Homemade sock feel 
box (see “Equipment 
Instructions,” pack  
item 21),

 ❏ Foam or plastic letters of 
Lazarus’ name

• Place the letters in the feel 
box. Set the box with the 
“Lazarus Trading Card.”

• Invite kids to reach  
into the feel box and  
identify the letters  
by touch. Point to  
the name on the  
card and lead kids  
to take turns pulling  
out the letters in order. 
Talk about the Bible story 
and say the Point.

TRANSITION TO 
ROTATIONS

• Give directions for kids 
to put away materials 
and line up for rotation 
activities.

• Tell kids they can quietly 
cheer the Point as they 
walk. Practice saying the 
Point in rhythm, stressing 
every other syllable: 
“Je-sus can do any-thing.” 
(Make sure children say 
the Point and do not  
shout it. Tell them you  
do not want to disturb 
other classes.)

• Walk to the first rotation 
repeating the Point with 
this same rhythm.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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Supplies: Bibles, “Lazarus and Jesus 
Trading Cards” (pack items 12a–b), “Wall 
Add-ons” (pack item 8), feel box (Equipment  
Instructions, pack item 21), “Move the Ball 
Game” (pack item 19), “Soccer Number 
Cube” (pack item 17), small paper ball, foam 
or plastic letters in Lazarus’ name, large 
piece of paper, marker, tape, CD, CD player

• Place the letters inside the feel box. Tape 
the paper to the wall.

SING TOGETHER

• Review or teach the movements to the 
song “In the Bible” (track 2).

• Play and sing the song together. Move 
with the song.

• Pray. Thank God for the Bible that helps 
us learn about Jesus.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

• Call on a child to recall something from 
the Bible story. After she answers, lead 
her to pull a letter from the feel box. 
Challenge her to name the letter before 
she removes it from the feel box. 

• Continue with the other children. 
(Replace the letters, if needed, so that 
every child can have a turn.)

• Lay the “Lazarus Trading Card” on the 
floor. Guide kids to help you put the 
pulled letters of the name in order.

• Read about Lazarus from the card.

TALK ABOUT JESUS

• Show today’s Point add-on and read  
it together.

• Add the Point to the “Training Wall.”

• Say: “Jesus can do anything. The Bible 
tells us some of the things that Jesus 
did. Let’s remember those things.”

• Ask kids to tell you things that Jesus  
did. Affirm and print their ideas on the 
large piece of paper. 

• The statements may be from the first 
two VBS stories or from other stories in  
the Bible. 

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE

• Give Bibles to each child or each pair of 
children. Help children find 2 Peter 1 in 
the Bibles.

• Tell kids that the Bible tells about God 
and Jesus.

• Say the verse together. (Call attention  
to the verse on the “Training Wall,”  
if displayed.)

• Remind kids of the wave that you did 
on Day 1. Lead them to say the verse as 
they do the wave.

• Remind kids that one thing people need 
is Jesus.

PLAY A GAME

• Lay the “Move the Ball Game” board 
on the floor. Place the “Lazarus Trading 
Card” at one goal and the “Jesus Trading 
Card” at the other goal. 

• Toss the number cube to a child. After 
she rolls the cube, move the ball toward 
one end. Toss the cube to another  
child to roll. Move the ball toward the 
other end. 

• Keep playing the game as kids take 
turns rolling the cube. If the ball reaches 
one end of the board, ask kids to name 
something about that person (Jesus/
Lazarus). Return the ball to the middle 
space to continue playing the game.

• Dismiss kids according to your  
church’s procedure.

BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

TIPS FOR DISMISSAL
• Follow your church’s 

procedures for dismissing 
children from VBS.

• Place each child’s personal 
belongings and take-home 
items by the door.

• Enlist one teacher to 
wait by the door to greet 
parents and quietly 
remove their child from 
the closing group time 
activities.

• Thank kids for coming to 
VBS and tell them you look 
forward to seeing them the 
next day.

CLOSING GROUP TIME
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JESUS HELPS ME BELIEVE

BIBLE STORY: 
Thomas Saw Jesus Alive  
(John 20:19-31)

BIBLE VERSE: 
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3 

TODAY’S POINT: 
The Bible is true.

DAY 3

TEACHER DEVOTION
Football officials used instant replay to review a call for the first time in regular season play 
in 1986, at a Chicago Bears versus Cleveland Browns game. Instant replay guides decisions 
at almost all NFL games now, but it continues to be controversial—a ref can still get it 
wrong, even after seeing a play the second time. Today’s Bible story is an encouraging 
reminder that it’s possible to believe in Jesus without seeing Him!

The observer we’re looking at is Jesus’ disciple, Thomas. We don’t know much about him, 
but a couple of glimpses lead us to believe he was a pragmatist, not a theory guy (see John 
11:16 and 14:5). So when Thomas missed Jesus’ phenomenal door-penetrating comeback 
(John 20:19-20), he was skeptical.

Although video technology was centuries away, Thomas was granted a second chance with 
Jesus’ entrance a week later. Again, even though the door was locked, Jesus appeared, 
extended His hands, and displayed His scarred side for Thomas’ examination. He did not 
scold Thomas for his initial unbelief. After all, Jesus ate an evening snack convincing the 
other disciples He wasn’t a ghost! (See Luke 24:36-43.)

Contemporary Bibles use the phrase Thomas responded to Jesus or Thomas answered 
and said. The Greek word used in John 20:28 literally means Thomas concluded for 
himself. Based on the evidence Jesus presented, Thomas believed that Jesus was indeed 
his Lord and Master. Thomas professed his belief based on what he could see. Jesus 
pronounced a blessing on those who would believe without seeing.

It’s tempting to score VBS success by numbers: How many kids raised their hands? 
Checked a card? Before you share God’s salvation plan with kids, take your eyes off 
the scoreboard. Remember that what matters most is helping kids, with the Holy Spirit’s 
prompting, to trust Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

PERSONAL TRAINING

VBS isn’t just for kids—it’s for you, too! Do a little spiritual stretching of your own as you 
prepare to teach:

•  Being blessed is a kind of joy that isn’t dictated by circumstance or experience 
but is a result of trusting in Jesus. Read John 20:29. How has believing in Jesus 
blessed you?

•  Jesus didn’t belittle Thomas because of his doubts. What doubts or difficulties in 
belief do you have right now? Express them honestly to Jesus in prayer and ask 
Him to patch up the punctures in your faith.

•  Reflect on the moment in your life when you concluded that Jesus is indeed Lord. 
How has your life changed since that moment?
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WARM UP

• Place the “I Spy Game” on the floor or hold up for kids to see it. Call out items for kids 
to find. Call a specific item, a color or shape, or other characteristic to look for. Tell kids 
to hold up their index fingers (Number 1!) when they see the object. Call on one child to 
show what he located. Continue for several turns. 

• Call for kids to find the Bible. After a child locates it, say: “We have been learning about 
Jesus from the Bible.”

GROUP TIME

PREP STEPS

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ “Bible Story Picture 3” (pack item 3)

 ❏ “Training Center Wall” (pack item 6)

 ❏ “Wall Add-ons” (pack item 8)

 ❏ “Jesus and Thomas Trading Cards” (pack 
items 12a and 12c)

 ❏ “I Spy Game” (pack item 20)

 ❏ “Verse Pennants” (pack item 11)

 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)

 ❏ VBS 2018 Playbook: 3s–Kindergarten

 ❏  Yarn

 ❏ Clothespins

 ❏ Tape

 ❏ Toy microphone (or cardboard tube 
made to look like a microphone)

 ❏ CD and CD player

• Place today’s Point (from “Wall Add-
ons”) in the jersey bag. Add the Bible, 
Jesus and Thomas Trading Cards, 
Verse Pennants, toy microphone, and 
clothespins to the bag.

• String a length of yarn on the focal wall 
and securely tape the two ends. (Or 
tie the two ends of yarn to chairs and 
spread apart to make a hanging line.)
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BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

COACH TIP
The names Thomas and Jesus 
are italicized in the story to 
remind you to point to the 
appropriate card when you 
say the names.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE

• Show today’s Point and read it. Say: 
“The Bible tells us things that really 
happened. We hear lots of stories and 
we can read many books. Some stories 
and books are pretend; those stories 
did not really happen. Other stories and 
books are about real people and real 
stories that happened. Everything in the 
Bible is true.”

• Attach the Point to the Training Center 
Wall. Lead kids to say the Point with 
you. Stand on the first word, sit on the 
second word, and so forth. Repeat the 
Point twice as you stand and sit.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

• Lay the Jesus and Thomas cards on 
the floor. Tell kids: “Today we will hear 
another true story from the Bible. Two 
people in this story are Thomas and 
Jesus.” Point to each card as you say 
the name. Continue: “Listen to find out 
what had happened to Jesus and what 
Thomas did and said.”

• Open the Bible to John 20 and tell the 
Bible story. Point to the appropriate card 
each time you say “Thomas” or “Jesus.”

THOMAS SAW JESUS ALIVE 

John 20:19-31

The disciples were together in a house with all of the doors locked. They were scared and 
confused because Jesus had died on a cross. Suddenly, Jesus appeared inside the house 
with them! He was alive again!

One of the disciples, Thomas, was not there when Jesus came. When the other disciples 
later saw Thomas, they told him, “We have seen Jesus! He’s alive!” But Thomas would not 
believe. “Unless I see Him with my own eyes I won’t believe it’s true,” Thomas said.

A week later, the disciples were all together again, and this time Thomas was with them. 
Even though the doors were locked, Jesus appeared in the room with them.

Jesus said to Thomas, “Come here, Thomas. Do you see My hands and My side? Touch 
them and see that it’s really Me.”

Immediately Thomas believed everything his friends had told Him. Jesus really was alive 
again! Jesus told Thomas, “You believe because you saw Me with your own eyes. But 
other people will believe without ever seeing Me.”

Thomas, the other disciples, and many other followers of Jesus got to see Jesus alive 
again with their own eyes. Their stories are written in the Bible so that everyone can read 
it and know that it is all true—Jesus is alive!

GROUP TIME
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COACH TIP
• Leave the yarn taped to the 

“Training Center Wall” for 
activity time.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

• Lay the Bible story picture between the 
two trading cards. Encourage kids to talk 
about what they remember about the 
Bible story. 

• Stress that Thomas believed when he 
saw Jesus. Tell kids that we know that 
Jesus is alive because we read about it 
in the Bible. 

• Say today’s Point again.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE

• Hand each pennant to a child. 

• Open the Bible to 2 Peter 1 and read  
the verse.

• Tell kids to look at their words. (Make 
sure they are looking at the word side of 
the pennants.) Ask: “Who has the word 
God?” invite that child to come and clip 
her pennant to the yarn (at the left end). 
Continue with the other words of the 
verse until it is all on the yarn.

• Read the verse together.

• Remove a couple of pennants and  
say the verse again, with children 
supplying the missing words. Repeat  
as time allows.

CHECK THE PLAYBOOK

• Distribute Playbooks and markers to the 
kids and Invite them to complete the 
pictures on pages 6–7.

• Invite kids to show their drawings.

• Remind kids that Thomas wanted to see 
Jesus’ hands and side.

• Share that we can use our eyes to read 
stories in the Bible.

SING A SONG AND PRAY

• Sing “In the Bible” (track 2).

• Use a toy microphone or similar item. 

• Choose a child to “interview.” Ask him 
to name something that he learned from 
the Bible story today. 

• Interview other kids as time allows.

• Remind the preschoolers that everything 
in the Bible is true.

• Pray, thanking God for the Bible.

GROUP TIME

TRANSITION TO BIBLE 
-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

• Talk about each activity.
• Say: “If you have shoes 

that tie, move to an 
activity. If you have  
shoes with Velcro®,  
choose an activity.” 
Continue describing 
shoes until all kids have 
moved to activities.
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RUN DRILLS IN THE  
WORKOUT ROOM

Supplies: Bible, “Verse Pennants” (pack 
item 11), “Wall Add-ons” (pack item 8), 
workout props and materials, yarn, tape, 
gym bag, beanbags, clothespins [Optional: 
stopwatch, paper on clipboard, marker]

• Tape a length of yarn on the “Training 
Center Wall” (if not done during group 
time). Tape the verse sign (from “Wall 
Add-ons”) above the yarn. Place the 
verse pennants in the gym bag.

• Invite kids to use the materials in the 
workout room. Suggest they walk and 
balance the beanbags on their heads.

• Tell kids that they can run “verse drills” 
with the pennants. Move the gym bag a 
few feet from the wall. On your signal, 
tell a child to pull a pennant from the 
bag, run to the wall, clip the pennant 
(in approximately the right place), and 
run back. Continue (with children taking 
turns or with the same child running 
back and forth) until all the words are on 
the yarn. Lead kids to move pennants as 
needed to put the verse in order.

• Read the words. Tell kids that God gave 
us the Bible so we could learn about 
Him. The Bible is something we need.

• Open the Bible to 2 Peter 1 and find  
the verse.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Use the stopwatch to time each relay. 
Write the time it takes to put the verse 
in order. Post the times on the “Training 
Center Wall.”

• Challenge kids to work together to get a 
shorter time.

 D KID CONNECTION

God gave us the Bible. The Bible is true.

PLAY A “KNOCK DOWN” GAME

Supplies: Bible, “Bible Pictures” (pack 
item 15), plastic cups, tape, homemade 
penalty flags (from Day 1 or see “Equipment 
Instructions,” (pack item 21) [Optional: 
“Soccer Number Cube” (pack item 17)]

• Tape the “Bible Pictures” to cups, one 
picture per cup. Arrange the cups in the 
play area near a wall. Use tape to make 
a tossing line a few feet from the cups. 
Lay the penalty flags at the tossing line.

• Invite kids to toss the penalty flags and 
knock down the cups with pictures.

• Tell a child to knock down one picture 
and then try to knock down only the 
matching picture.

• Show the house picture. Ask kids to 
recall the Bible story. Or talk about the 
disciples in a house. Tell kids that they 
saw Jesus after He died on the cross; 
God made Him alive again.

• Talk about Thomas. Tell kids that we 
can learn about Thomas and Jesus by 
reading the Bible.

• Open the Bible to John 20.

• Encourage kids to look at other pictures 
and tell Bible stories they know relate to 
those pictures.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Add the “Soccer Number Cube” (pack 
item 17). 

• Lead a child to roll the cube and try to 
knock down that number of pictures.

• Or challenge him to knock down that 
number of matches.

• Say the Point.

 D KID CONNECTION

God gave us the Bible so we can know 
about Jesus.

BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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MAKE BIBLE WRISTBANDS

Supplies: Bible, cardboard tubes, scissors, 
colored tape, washi tape, alphabet 
letter stickers, VBS 2018 Logo Stickers 
(005797711), permanent markers [Optional: 
address labels, CD, and CD player]

• Cut a slit from the top to the bottom of 
the cardboard tube. Then cut 2-inch- 
wide sections of the cardboard tube.

• Show a child how a section of cardboard 
tube will slide over her wrist to make 
a wristband. Tell her to decorate the 
wristband with tape and stickers.

• Comment that players, fans, or groups 
often wear wristbands to show which 
team they support. Say that they will 
make Bible wristbands.

• Help a child print Bible on a completed 
wristband. (Or print Bible on a plain 
sticker/label and add to the wristband.)

• Tell kids that the Bible is true; the Bible 
tells true stories about God and Jesus so 
people can know what God wants them 
to know.

• Pray and thank God for the Bible.

• Open the Bible to John 20 and find 
Thomas’ name.

EXTEND THE LEARNING

• Provide address labels. Lead kids to 
write messages such as Jesus is alive! 
or The Bible is true. They can add these 
to their wristbands or make additional 
wristbands to give to friends.

• Play “Everything We Need” (track 1).

• Tell kids that the Bible is one thing that 
God gives us that we need.

 D KID CONNECTION

The Bible is true. It is God’s message to us.

BUILD A BALL MAZE

Supplies: Bible, “Jesus Trading Card” (pack 
item 12a), “Thomas Trading Card” (pack 
item 12c), wooden blocks, other building 
materials, table tennis ball

• Lay the “Jesus Trading Card” at one side 
of the building area and the “Thomas 
Trading Card” card at the other side.

• Point out the cards to kids. Invite  
them to build a maze or path from  
Jesus to Thomas. 

• Talk about the Bible story. Help a child 
open the Bible to John 20.

• Guide kids to roll the ball through their 
completed maze.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Place obstacles in the path between the 
two cards—a chair, plastic cups, a pool 
noodle. 

• Challenge kids to build a path that the 
ball can roll through from one card to 
another.

• Read the information about Jesus and 
Thomas on the backs of the cards.

 D KID CONNECTION

The Bible helps me learn more about Jesus.

BONUS ACTIVITY:  
READ AT A TAILGATE

 ❏ Bibles
 ❏ Homemade viewers (see 
“Equipment Instructions,” pack 
item 21)

 ❏ “Book: Who Is Jesus? (pack 
item 14)

 ❏ Other books about Jesus, 
appropriate books and 
magazines about sports

 ❏ Small cooler
 ❏ Folding sports/camp chairs
 ❏ “Bible Hunt List” (CD)

• Set the chairs in a quiet area. 
Put books and magazines 
inside the cooler and set 
between the chairs. Lay 
Bibles, viewers, and word  
list nearby.

• Invite kids to sit in the chairs 
and read books. Use viewers 
to find words in the Bible. 
(Viewers can be used to 
highlight words in the books, 
too.) Thank God for the Bible 
and for Jesus.

TRANSITION TO 
ROTATIONS

• Move around the room and 
help kids know what to do 
to clean the room.

• Tell kids to pretend to 
bounce a ball as they move 
to the first rotation. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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Supplies: Bibles, “Jesus Trading Card” (pack 
item 12a), “Thomas Trading Card” (pack item 
12c), verse sign and today’s Point from “Wall 
Add-ons” (pack item 8), “Exercise Chart” 
(pack item 9), homemade penalty flags, CD, 
CD player, self-stick notes, pencils

RECALL THE BIBLE STORY

• Show the Jesus and Thomas cards. Lead 
kids to recall the Bible story. Talk about 
what Thomas said and what Jesus said 
and did.

• Give each child a self-stick note and a 
pencil. Tell kids to write something about 
Thomas. Then they can stick the note on 
the Thomas card. 

• Say the Point together.

• Pray. Thank God for the Bible, which  
tells us true stories.

USE THE BIBLE

• Gather the pencils. Give each child (or 
pair of children) a Bible.

• Tell kids that they can look through the 
Bible to find items you call out.

• Call out these items: a picture, a map, 
red words, a large number, the word 
chapter, the book of John. Call as many 
or as few as you choose. Allow enough 
time for children to find what you called. 
If you know that some of the Bibles do 
not have maps or red words, note that 
after the children have looked for a  
few seconds.

• Say: “Bibles may look different. They 
may have pictures and maps or not. 
Some have red words. But all Bibles tell 
about God and Jesus. The Bible is true.”

SING A VERSE

• Place the verse sign on the floor. Guide 
children to stand a few feet away.

• Lead kids to take turns tossing the 
penalty flag, and trying to land on  
the verse.

• Sing the song “Everything We Need” 
(track 1) when the flag lands on  
the verse.

• Allow all kids at least one opportunity to 
toss the flag.

MOVE TOGETHER

• Play the “Rally Song” (track 6).

• Point to one of the movements on the 
“Exercise Chart” and lead kids to do that 
exercise while the music plays.

• Say: “Change” and point to  
another action.

• Choose children to select actions  
from the Chart as you continue the 
movement game.

CLOSING GROUP TIME

BIBLE VERSE
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3

TIPS FOR DISMISSAL
• Follow your church’s 

procedures for dismissing 
children from VBS.

• Place each child’s 
personal belongings  
and take-home items  
by the door.

• Enlist one teacher to  
wait by the door to  
greet parents and  
quietly remove their  
child from the closing 
group time activities.

• Thank kids for coming to 
VBS and tell them you 
look forward to seeing 
them the next day.
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JESUS LOVES ME

BIBLE STORY: 
John Wrote About Jesus 
(John 13:1-35; 19:25-27;  
20:1-10; 21:1-14)

BIBLE VERSE: 
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3 

TODAY’S POINT: 
Jesus loves me.

TEACHER DEVOTION
OK, sports buffs: What are the nicknames for Boston Celtics legend John Havlicek, former 
Chicago Bears defensive tackle William Perry, and the mascot for the Colorado Rockies? 
(We’ll share the answers shortly.) Jesus had a nickname for his friend John: Son of Thunder 
(Mark 3:17). But as time passed, John often referred to himself as the disciple Jesus loved. 
In today’s VBS story, we’ve lifted John’s career highlights and grouped them together to 
show kids how John witnessed and experienced Jesus’ unfailing love. 

Though he is a hero of faith, John’s career included plenty of bloopers! He complained 
about unauthorized miracles (Luke 9:49-50). He threatened to call down fire-bombs on 
an unwelcoming village (Luke 9:54). He allowed his mama to lobby Jesus for an executive 
position for her boys (Matthew 20:20-21). He fell asleep on the job (Matthew 26:36-40).

Despite these fouls and errors, John was still a member of Jesus’ inner circle. He shared 
Jesus’ last supper and heard Jesus command the disciples to love one another. He was 
charged with the care of Jesus’ mother when Jesus was on the cross. He was the first 
disciple to see Jesus’ discarded grave clothes. He ate breakfast with the risen Jesus after 
a long night of fishing. As you read about these events in your Bible, ask yourself the same 
question you’ll be asking kids—What did this event teach John about Jesus’ love?

What John learned is evident in everything he wrote. Jesus is love personified. He 
loves Hondo (Havlicek), the Refrigerator (Perry), the guy wearing Dinger the Triceratops’ 
(Colorado Rockies mascot) suit, and you! And those who receive Jesus’ love and trust 
Him as Savior can share it with others—what a wonderful opportunity you have to do that 
today!

PERSONAL TRAINING

VBS isn’t just for kids—it’s for you, too! Do a little spiritual stretching of your own as you 
prepare to teach:

• Did you have a nickname growing up? How did you get it? How did it make  
you feel?

• If you gave yourself a nickname to describe your relationship with Jesus now, what 
would it be?

•  Hang out in 1 John for a while. How many mentions did John give to Jesus’ love for 
us or our challenge to love others?

DAY 4
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WARM UP

• Choose two children to roll the cubes. Tell kids to do the exercise/movement for the 
number of times on the number cube. 

• Repeat several times.

• Play and sing “The Jesus Loves Me Song” (track 3). Include the movements with the 
song. (Motions can be found on page 51.)

GROUP TIME

PREP STEPS

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ Bible Story Picture 4 (pack item 4)

 ❏ Wall Add-ons (pack item 8)

 ❏ Movement Cube (pack item 18)

 ❏ Soccer Number Cube (pack item 17)

 ❏ Bible Pictures (pack item 15)

 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)

 ❏ Paper strips

 ❏ CD and CD player

• Place the Bible verse and today’s Point 
(from “Wall Add-ons”) in the jersey bag. 

• Place paper strips in the Bible at John 
13, 19, 20, 21. 

• Add the marked Bible and “Bible 
Pictures” (all except the sheep and 
house) to the bag.
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BIBLE PICTURE CUES
To help you remember, these 
words are also italicized in the 
Bible story.

• Lay down the Jesus 
picture when you  
say Jesus.

• Lay down the bread 
picture when you say  
last supper.

• Lay down the tomb picture 
when you say buried.

• Lay down the boat picture 
when you say fishing.

• Lay down the fish/net 
picture when you say filled 
the net.

• Lay down the scroll picture 
when you say wrote down.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

• Encourage children to recall stories  
from VBS. 

• Ask: “How did you learn about Jesus? 
(from the Bible) We learned that the 
Bible is true and tells us real things 
that happened. Today we will discover 
something more about Jesus and about 
the Bible.”

• Open the Bible. Tell the Bible story. 
Lay down the picture cards as cues 
throughout the story. 

JOHN WROTE ABOUT JESUS
John 13:1-35; 19:25-27; 20:1-10; 21:1-14

John was one of Jesus’ closest friends. He knew that Jesus loved him very much. But he 
also knew that Jesus loves everyone. During Jesus’ last supper with the disciples, John 
heard Jesus tell His friends to love others just like He had loved them. Then Jesus was 
arrested and put on a cross to die. 

After Jesus died and was buried, Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb. When she saw 
that the large stone that had been in front of the opening was gone she ran straight to 
John and Peter. “He’s gone!” she said. “Someone has taken His body, but we don’t know 
where they’ve put Him!” Peter and John ran to the tomb as fast as their legs would go. 
John got there first and bent over to look inside the tomb. It was empty, just like  
Mary said!

A few days after that Peter, John, and some of the other disciples went fishing. All night 
long they tried to catch fish, but when morning came they had caught nothing. As the 
sun began to rise, a man called out to them from the shore. “Men, have you caught any 
fish?” No, they had not. The man told them to put the net in the water on the right side 
of the boat. When they did, so many fish filled the net that they couldn’t even pull it up 
into the boat! Immediately John knew who the man was. “That man is Jesus!” he said to 
Peter. Peter and John were some of the first people to see Jesus alive again.

John wrote down many of the things Jesus did and said so that we can know how much 
Jesus loves and cares about us. John’s words are now in the Bible.

GROUP TIME
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LOVES

ME

BIBLE VERSE

God has given us 
everything we need. 
2 Peter 1:3 

PRAY

• Pray. Thank God for Jesus. Thank Him 
for the Bible and for men who wrote 
down God’s words for us to know.

• Allow any volunteers to pray and thank 
God for the Bible, too.

RECALL THE BIBLE STORY

• Point to each of the “Bible Pictures” on 
the floor to recall the Bible story.

• Show the Bible story picture and talk 
more about the Bible story.

• Comment that John was one of Jesus’ 
disciples. He saw and heard the things 
that Jesus did. God told John to write 
down what he had seen and heard so 
we could learn about what Jesus said 
and did. John’s words are in the Bible.

SAY THE VERSE

• Display the verse. Say it together.

• Place the children in two groups. (Make 
sure an adult is in each group.)

• Lead one group to say the verse and the 
second group to echo it back. Say it like 
a cheer (the entire verse) and the other 
group cheers it back the same way.

• Say the verse loudly back and forth; then 
say it softly back and forth.

MAKE SIGNS

• Ask: “What signs or signals do referees 
or umpires use during a game?” 
Lead kids to show you the signal for 
touchdown in football (arms raised 
straight up over head) or an out in 
baseball (thumb up on right hand and 
pumped back over shoulder). (Include 
other signals you know.)

• Say: “We have already used some 
signals in our classroom. Do you 
remember the sign for Jesus?”

• Lead kids to make the sign for Jesus. 
(See p. 18 in Day 2.)

• Say: “Let’s learn two more signals and 
then we can sign our Point for today.”

• Show kids how to make the sign for 
loves and the sign for me.

• Sign the Point together: Jesus loves me. 
Repeat several times. Show children the 
words of the Point.

• Say: “The Bible tells us that Jesus loves 
each of us. That is great news!”

TRANSITION TO BIBLE-
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

• Describe the activities  
for today.

• Say: “Watch my signs. You 
will know when to choose 
an activity.”

• Sign Jesus loves and 
then point to a child. After 
that child moves to an 
activity, repeat and point 
to another child. Continue 
until you have dismissed 
all kids to the activities.

GROUP TIME
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MAKE SELF TRADING CARDS

Supplies: Bible, “Trading Cards” (pack items 
12a–d), plain index cards (or card stock cut 
into 5-by-8-inch pieces), colored pencils, gel 
pens, crayons [Optional: penalty flags]

• Show the “Jesus Trading Card.” Read the 
information on the back of the card. 

• Mention that many sports teams and 
other groups make trading cards about 
their players and members. 

• Suggest that kids make trading cards 
of themselves. They can draw a picture 
of themselves on one side of the index 
cards. They can print information about 
themselves on the backs of the cards.

• Talk about today’s Bible story. Show  
the “John Trading Card.” Tell facts  
about John.

• Mention that John wrote words in the 
Bible so that people would know more 
about Jesus. 

• Help a child open the Bible to the Book 
of John.

• Encourage kids to show their completed 
trading cards and tell about themselves.

• Say the Point and thank God that you 
can learn about Jesus.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Lay the trading cards from the pack  
on the floor. (Remove the “Paul  
Trading Card.”) 

• Encourage a child to stand a few 
feet away and toss a penalty flag (or 
beanbag) onto a card. Ask her to tell 
something she knows about that person.

 D KID CONNECTION

• Jesus loves each person. Jesus  
loves me.

MOVE IN THE WORKOUT ROOM

Supplies: Bible, “Movement Cube” (pack 
item 18), “Soccer Number Cube” (pack  
item 17), workout props and materials, 3–4 
small cones or plastic cups, foam ball, 
lengths of crepe paper or wide ribbon 
(about 24–30 inches)

• Place the cones in a line. 

• Challenge a child to weave around  
the cones, down and back again,  
while gently pushing the foam ball  
with his foot.

• Show a child how to hold one end of the 
crepe paper and move the strip to make 
a figure 8.

• Play a game with a group of kids. 
Roll both the number cube and the 
movement cube. Lead kids to repeat the 
selected movement for the number of 
times indicated.

• Open the Bible to 2 Peter 1 and say  
the verse. 

• Comment that God gave Jesus to 
people to show His love; Jesus is 
someone that people need.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Say the Point.

• Lead each child to hold one end of a 
strip of crepe paper and move her arm 
to make a letter J.

• Continue to use the strip to make the 
rest of the letters of Jesus’ name.

• Thank God that Jesus loves  
each person.

 D KID CONNECTION

God sent Jesus to show His love for me.

BIBLE VERSE

God has given us 
everything we need.  
2 Peter 1:3 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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SCOOP BALLS

Supplies: Bible, today’s Point from “Wall Add-
ons,” (pack item 8), table tennis balls, permanent 
marker, large dishpan or plastic bin with water, 
small aquarium nets, plastic ice cream scoops, 
plastic tablecloth, towels, muffin pans

• Print the words of the Point on balls, one 
word per ball. Make at least 2 sets of words. 
Spread the tablecloth on the floor and set 
the dishpan of water in the middle of it. Drop 
the balls with words into the dishpan. Add a 
few plain balls, too. Set other items around 
the dishpan. (Place the Bible and Point  
add-on away from the water.)

• Invite kids to use the nets and scoops to 
scoop out balls, one at a time. They can 
place the balls with words in a muffin pan. 

• Help a child put the words in order to read 
the Point. (He can use the sign as a guide.)

• Talk about the Bible story. Note that Jesus 
helped the fishermen catch fish. Open the 
Bible to John 21 and find the word fish.

• Talk about other parts of the Bible story. 
Note that John wrote about things that 
Jesus did.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Print these words on balls: I, like, for,  
it, so, the, too, you. Add these words to  
the dishpan to make the game  
more challenging.

• Change the game. Call out a word and lead 
kids to take turns scooping out one ball until 
the word is found. (Each incorrect ball is 
returned to the dishpan.)

 D KID CONNECTION

The Bible tells about Jesus and His love for me.

STAMP WORDS

Supplies: Bible, “Bible Story Picture 4” (pack 
item 4), washable stamp pads, alphabet stamps, 
white paper cut into 4-by-8-inch pieces (or so), 
marker

• Print John and Jesus on pieces of  
paper. Display the names with the  
Bible story picture.

• Lead kids to use the materials to stamp the 
Bible story names. They may also enjoy 
stamping their own names or other words 
they know.

• Talk about the Bible story. Talk about the 
things that John wrote about Jesus.

• Help a child open the Bible to the Book of 
John. Point to John’s name in the Bible.

• Turn to John 21 and find Jesus’ name.

• Say the Point.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Allow children to press their fingers on  
the stamp pad and make fingerprints on 
their papers.

• Comment that each fingerprint is different, 
just as each person is different.

• Tell kids that Jesus loves each person, no 
matter what his fingerprints look like or what 
things the person likes to do.

• Thank God for Jesus.

 D KID CONNECTION

Jesus loves me. He loves each person.

BONUS ACTIVITY: BUILD 
A BOAT

 ❏ Wooden blocks
• Suggest children use the 

blocks to build a boat. 
• As they work, talk about 

the Bible story. Tell kids 
that Jesus helped the 
fishermen catch fish. 

• Say: “Jesus loved His 
disciples. He loves each 
person today, too.” 

• Thank God for Jesus.

TRANSITION TO 
ROTATIONS

• Lead kids to clean up the 
materials, giving specific 
tasks for them to do.

• Line up kids at the door. 
Tell kids to look for balls 
as they walk to their 
rotation activity. Count the 
balls that children see. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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Supplies: Bible, “Verse Pennants” (pack item 11), “Bible 
Pictures” (pack item 15), “I Spy Game Cards” (pack item 
22), today’s Point (from “Wall Add-ons,” pack item 8), 
VBS 2018 Playbook: 3s–Kindergarten, 3 plastic cups, 
clothespins, yarn, tape, crayons or markers

PLAY A VERSE GAME

• If needed, tape the ends of a length of yarn to the 
“Training Center Wall.” Gather the children a few 
feet from the wall. Hand a child a clothespin and 
the first word of the verse. On your signal, tell her 
to run to the yarn and clip the word to the yarn. 
After she runs back, hand off the next word and 
clothespin. Continue until the words are on the 
yarn. (If you have more kids than words, kids can 
take the words off the yarn, one at a time, until all 
kids have a turn.) 

• Say the verse together.

RECALL THE BIBLE STORY

• Use the “Bible Pictures” to recall the story. Lay  
the cards down in order. (See p. 32, Group Time.)

• Tell kids that John wrote about Jesus so that 
people could learn the things that Jesus did.

• Show the Point and read it. Add the Point to the 
“Training Center Wall.”

• Show children how to stand like a football center 
and hike a plastic cup between the legs.

• Choose three kids and give each one a plastic cup. 
Guide them to stand so they can hike the cups 
away from the group. Tell the first child to hike 
when the group says the first word, the second 
child on the second word, and the third child on the 
third word. 

• Say the Point as kids hike the cups. Retrieve the 
cups, choose three more kids, and repeat.

• Continue until all kids hike the cups.

BIBLE VERSE

God has given us 
everything we need.  
2 Peter 1:3 

TIPS FOR DISMISSAL
• Follow your church’s 

procedures for dismissing 
children from VBS.

• Place each child’s personal 
belongings and take-home 
items by the door.

• Enlist one teacher to 
wait by the door to greet 
parents and quietly 
remove their child from 
the closing group time 
activities.

• Thank kids for coming to 
VBS and tell them you look 
forward to seeing them  
the next day.

CHECK THE PLAYBOOK

• Distribute Playbooks and crayons or 
markers to the kids.

• Lead kids to match the items on pages 
10–11 in their Playbooks.

• Talk about the crayon, marker, pen, or 
pencil the kids use to match the items.

• Share that John may have used a stick and 
ink to write about Jesus.

• Remind kids that John wrote that Jesus 
loves them.

PLAY A GAME

• Pray. Thank God for John, who wrote about 
what he saw Jesus say and do.

• Play an “I Spy” game. Read one of the cards 
and lead kids to find that item in the room.

• Name other things to spy as needed. Play 
until dismissal time.

CLOSING GROUP TIME
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JESUS GIVES ME JOY

BIBLE STORY: 
Paul & Silas Praised God  
Acts 16:23-34

BIBLE VERSE: 
God has given us everything 
we need. 2 Peter 1:3 

TODAY’S POINT: 
I can praise God.

DAY 5

TEACHER DEVOTION
The classic baseball poem Casey at the Bat ends like this, “Somewhere men are 
laughing, and somewhere children shout, but there is no joy in Mudville—mighty Casey 
has struck out.” (That’s what you get for letting your outlook be outdone by the outcome 
of a strike-out.) 

The dejected fans in the Mudville stadium could stand to learn a thing or two from Paul 
and Silas. Their joy could not be squelched, even in the squalor of the Philippian jail. 

Roman prisons were not known for their luxurious amenities. Many were underground 
or in stone quarries. They were dark, crowded, and stinkier than a junior high locker 
room. The stocks that confined Paul and Silas likely stretched them into uncomfortable 
positions—with their backs raw from a beating. (Read Acts 16:16-24 for the arrest details.) 
They sang anyway. In the same circumstances, would you?

The unexpected dungeon duet captured the attention of their fellow captives. Suddenly, 
Paul and Silas were accompanied by the pounding rhythm of an earthquake! The jailer 
expected to be held responsible for prisoners who fled from their loosened chains. He 
incorrectly judged that suicide would be the easy out. Paul and Silas quickly exclaimed 
that not a single prisoner had left! The jailer rushed in, fell before Paul and Silas and 
asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Because of the witness of Paul and Silas, the 
jailer was not only saved from Roman retaliation, but from the eternal penalty of sin.

The jailer gladly sheathed his sword and showed Paul and Silas into his own home. Their 
message of grace and joy was contagious (see Acts 16:34) and changed the lives of 
everyone in the jailer’s household! 

Today, you’ll explain that joy doesn’t depend on the team, the pep squad, or the 
scoreboard. It is the result of trusting, serving, and sharing Jesus. May joy overflow in 
your life and the lives of the kids you served during VBS!

PERSONAL TRAINING
VBS isn’t just for kids—it’s for you, too! Do a little spiritual stretching of 
your own as you prepare to teach:

•  What can you do to refuel when your “joy tank” is tanking? (Hint #1: How did Paul 
and Silas handle it? Hint #2: Psalm 32 contains several practical tips.)

•  Review what you and your kids have learned this week. Why are the “big ideas” in 
each of this week’s Bible stories a source of joy?
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WARM UP

• Give each child an instrument. Clap a rhythm: clap, clap, clap-clap, clap. Lead kids to 
repeat the rhythm with their instruments. Continue to clap different combinations of 
rhythms for kids to repeat.

• Play the “Game On!” (track 7). Encourage kids to play their instruments on the beat as 
they sing the song.

GROUP TIME

PREP STEPS

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ Bible Story Picture 5 (pack item 5)

 ❏ Wall Add-ons (pack item 8)

 ❏ Trading Cards (pack items 12a–e)

 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)

 ❏ Toy microphone (or cardboard tube 
made to look like a microphone)

 ❏ Rhythm instruments

 ❏ Tape

 ❏ CD and CD player

• Place today’s Point (from “Wall Add-ons”) 
in the jersey bag. Add the Bible, “Trading 
Cards,” microphone, and Bible story 
picture to the bag.
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BIBLE VERSE

God has given us 
everything we need.  
2 Peter 1:3 

PRAISE GOD

• Show the Point and attach it to the 
Training Center Wall. Read the Point  
to kids.

• Ask kids to tell what praise God means. 
(Say good things about God; sing and 
thank God for who He is and what  
He does.)

• Beat a steady rhythm with the 
instruments. Say the Point two or three 
times to the beat.

• Play “Rally Song” (track 6) and continue 
to play the rhythm.

• Gather the instruments.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

• Hold the microphone as if you are 
reporting on the Bible story. 

• Say: “I want to report to you that  
people praise God. In this story, 
someone praised God even in a  
difficult time. Listen to this report to  
find out what happened.”

• Open the Bible to Acts 16. Continue 
to hold the microphone as you tell the 
Bible story. 

PAUL AND SILAS PRAISED GOD
Acts 16:23-34

Paul and Silas were in jail, just for telling people about Jesus. The jailer locked their 
feet in chains so that they could not escape. But instead of complaining, Paul and Silas 
started praying and singing songs to God! The other prisoners listened to them pray  
and sing.

Paul and Silas kept praying and singing all night long. Suddenly, at midnight, everything 
started to shake. It was an earthquake! The ground shook so hard that the prison doors 
opened and the prisoners’ chains came loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the 
prison doors wide open he thought all of the prisoners must have escaped. The jailer 
knew that he would be punished if the prisoners were gone. He was very scared.

Then the jailer heard Paul’s voice call out loudly, “We are all still here! Don’t be afraid!”

The jailer rushed in to Paul and Silas’ cell and took them to his house. He gently washed 
their cuts and gave them a meal. Paul and Silas told the jailer and his family about Jesus 
and how much He loves them. The jailer and everyone in his house believed what they 
heard about Jesus. They were baptized that very night. What a happy day it was for the 
jailer and his family!

 

GROUP TIME
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BIBLE VERSE

God has given us 
everything we need.  
2 Peter 1:3 

TRANSITION TO BIBLE-
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

• Describe the activities  
for today.

• Point to children as you 
count: “1, 2, 3, 4. You 
choose activities. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
You move to an activity.” 
Continue until all kids have 
moved to chosen activities.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY

• Lay the Bible story picture on the  
floor. Listen as children talk about  
what they see. 

• Hold the microphone to your mouth as 
you say: “We have just heard a Bible 
story about someone who praised God.” 
Choose a child and continue: “Could you 
tell me what you know about this story?” 

• Hold the microphone to the child as she 
tells you what she remembers.

• “Interview” several children about the 
Bible story.

• Position all five“Trading Cards” on the  
floor. Ask: “Who can tell me something 
about Lazarus?”

• Hold the microphone to a child as  
he responds.

• Continue the interviews about all the 
Bible people, making sure each child 
gets an opportunity to be interviewed.

REPEAT THE BIBLE VERSE

• Remind kids how to do the wave.

• Lead kids to say the Bible verse as they 
do the wave.

• Comment that people can praise  
God because God gives people what 
they need.

• Pray and thank God for His love and 
care. Offer opportunities for children to 
pray, too.

SING A SONG AND PRAY

• Play and sing “At All Times” (track 4).

• Choose a child and ask him to name 
something he is thankful for. Continue 
until all kids have had an opportunity to 
name something.

• Pray, thanking God that He gives us 
what we need. 

GROUP TIME
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COMPLETE AN OBSTACLE COURSE 

Supplies: Bible, “Verse Pennants” (pack 
item 11), “Workout Room Setup” (pack item 
7), workout props and materials, length of 
wooden board, plastic hoop, pool noodle, 
2 cones, 4 very large jingle bells, 6 medium 
jingle bells, yarn, chairs, tape, clothespins

• Add a few new workout items to the 
Workout Room. If needed, tape a 
length of yarn to the “Training Center 
Wall;” place the “Verse Pennants” and 
clothespins near the yarn.

• Use suggestions from pack item 7 to 
create different obstacle course setups.

• Open the Bible to Acts 16. 

• Talk about the Bible story. Tell kids  
that Paul and Silas were not silent.  
They praised God, even when they  
were in jail. 

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Encourage children to create their own 
obstacle course by rearranging the 
items or adding new items. 

• Suggest they also change up the “rules” 
for the course. For example, perhaps 
they must ring a bell on each item as 
they move through the course.

• Tell kids that people praise God with 
instruments, with singing, with music, 
and with prayer.

• Say the Point.

 D KID CONNECTION

People praise God. I can praise God.

PLAY INSTRUMENTS

Supplies: Bible, verse sign from “Wall Add-
ons” (pack item 8), rhythm instruments, CD, 
CD player [Optional: tape, containers]

• Invite children to play the instruments 
with the Bible verse song “Everything 
We Need” (track 1).

• Talk about instruments that people  
use at your church to praise God 
(piano, guitar, drums, organ, etc.). 
Comment that people praise God at 
your church in worship service, at  
VBS, and other times.

• Show the Bible verse and read it. Tell 
kids that God gives people what they 
need. He helps them when they are sad 
or afraid or upset.

• Help a child find 2 Peter 1 in the Bible.

• Talk about the Bible story. Talk about 
where Paul and Silas were. Note that 
they praised God because they knew 
He was with them and would help them.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Provide small nonbreakable containers 
with lids (water bottles, chip containers) 
and unpopped popcorn. 

• Help kids make shakers. Tape the lids 
on the completed shakers.

• Encourage kids to say the Point as they 
shake their shakers.

 D KID CONNECTION

I can praise God with instruments and with 
my voice.

COMPLETE AN 
OBSTACLE COURSE TIP

• VBS 2018 Megaphones 
(005797686) make great 
cones for your obstacle 
course!

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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SPELL PRAISE WORDS

Supplies: Bible, “Bible Story Picture 5” (pack 
item 5), table tennis balls, permanent marker, 
golf tees, Styrofoam® block, cards with 
praise words

• Print words such as sing, praise, thank, 
pray on cards. Print the letters to make 
these words on the balls, one letter 
per ball. Press 6 golf tees into the foam 
block so that the tees stand upright.

• Lay the praise word cards on the table.

• Lead kids to choose a card and  
place the balls on the tees to spell  
the praise word. 

• Talk about the Bible story as you look at 
the picture. Talk about how and when 
Paul and Silas praised God.

• Tell kids they can praise God anytime. 
Say: “God, I praise You! You gave us  
a church where we can learn about  
the Bible.”

• Find the Bible story in the Bible (Acts 16).

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Provide additional balls and marker. 
Create more letters for kids to spell 
other words they know.

• Encourage kids to think of words that 
they know about God. Print those words 
on cards and challenge kids to spell 
those on the golf tees.

• Sing the song “At All Times” (track 4).

 D KID CONNECTION

We can praise and thank God.

PLAY GAMES

Supplies: Bible, “Paul Trading Card” (pack 
item 12e), “I Spy Game” (pack item 20), “I 
Spy Game Cards” (pack item 22), “Move 
the Ball Game” (pack item 19), “Soccer 
Number Cube” (pack item 17), small paper 
ball, various locks and keys, combination 
lock with combination written on a card, tray 
or basket for the locks and keys [Optional: 
“Sports Sudoku” (CD)]

• Place the “Paul Trading Card” in the 
Bible at Acts 16. 

• Invite kids to play the games or try to 
open the locks.

• Talk about the Bible story. Open the 
Bible and point to the Bible story.

• Read the information about Paul on  
the card.

• Tell kids that Paul praised God all the 
time, no matter what happened to him.

• Talk about times kids can praise God.

EXTEND THE ACTIVITY

• Print and prepare “Sports Sudoku” from 
the CD.

• Challenge a child to complete  
the Sudoku. 

• Tell kids that God loves each person. 
Comment that all people can praise God.

 D KID CONNECTION

We can praise God.

BONUS ACTIVITY: PAINT 
ON MEGAPHONES

 ❏ “Megaphone Shape” (CD)
 ❏ Tempera paint
 ❏ Paintbrushes
 ❏ Smocks

• Make copies of the 
megaphone shape. 

• Guide kids to paint on  
the shapes. 

• Tell kids that people use 
megaphones to make their 
voices loud when they 
shout or cheer. 

• Comment that people  
can praise God loudly or 
softly but God will always 
hear them. 

• Thank God that He hears 
when we praise Him.

.

TRANSITION TO 
ROTATIONS

• Guide kids to put away 
materials and line up to 
move to rotation activities.

• Tell kids to take big 
stretching steps as  
they move to the first 
rotation activity.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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CLOSING GROUP TIME

Supplies: Bibles, “Bible Pictures” (pack  
item 15), “Trading Cards” (pack items 12a–e), 
homemade Feel Box (see “Equipment 
Instructions,” pack item 21), VBS 2018 
Playbook: 3s–Kindergarten, red and blue 
paper squares, CD, CD player

• Place the colored squares in the  
feel box.

CHECK THE PLAYBOOK

• Lead kids to complete the challenges on 
pages 12–13 of the Playbook.

• Encourage kids to thank God for  
their ability to jump, touch their toes,  
and twist.

• Share that kids can sing, clap, and move 
as a way to praise God. 

SING A VERSE

• Play the Bible verse song “Everything 
We Need” (track 1). Sing the song 
together.

• Say the verse together.

• Tell kids that God helps people have 
what they need. Say: “God helps people 
have families to care for them. He helps 
them have food to eat and a place to 
live. He gives us the Bible to know more 
about Him. We can thank and praise 
God for the things He gives.”

• Pray and thank God. Allow volunteers to 
pray and thank God, too.

• Sing the Bible verse song again.

THINK ABOUT BIBLE STORIES

• Show the “Paul Trading Card.” Recall 
today’s Bible story.

• Show the other cards, one at a time. 
Lead kids to recall the Bible people and 
this week’s Bible stories.

• Give each child (or pair of children) a 
Bible. Help kids find today’s Bible story 
in Acts 16.

SAY THE POINT

• Choose a child to pull a color square 
from the feel box. If the child pulls out a 
red square, lead all the kids to say the 
Point together. (I can praise God!) If the 
child pulls out a blue square, lead kids to 
lay on the floor on their backs and kick 
their feet. Put the square back in the feel 
box and shake it. Choose another child 
to pull a color from the feel box. Repeat 
with all children.

PLAY A GAME

• Play “Game On!” (track 7). Guide kids 
to move around the space. As kids 
move, hand each child one of the “Bible 
Pictures.” (If more cards are needed, add 
the “Sports Pictures” to the cards.)

• Stop the music and lead kids to find the 
partner with the same picture.

• Call out one of the objects and that pair 
can say “Here!”

• Play music again. Take the pictures 
from kids as they move and give them a 
different picture.

• Stop and find partners again.

• Play as time allows.

BIBLE VERSE

God has given us 
everything we need.  
2 Peter 1:3 

TIPS FOR DISMISSAL
• Enlist one teacher to 

wait by the door to greet 
parents and quietly 
remove their child from 
the closing group time 
activities.

• Send home each child’s 
personal belongings and 
take-home items, including 
a VBS 2018 Playbook: 
3s–K (005795764) 
and a VBS 2018 Music 
for Preschoolers CD 
(005796541).

• Thank each child for 
coming to VBS and invite 
children and families to 
return for Sunday School, 
worship, or other church 
activities.
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Note: In addition, consult the leader 
guide to ensure that you have 
prepared any pack or CD items 
needed for the activities listed.

DAILY RESOURCES
Gather these supplies for use each day.

 ❏ Bibles
 ❏ Kindergarten CD (pack item 27) and  
CD player

 ❏ Chairs (child size)
 ❏ Construction paper (all colors)
 ❏ Crayons
 ❏ Glue or glue sticks
 ❏ Index cards
 ❏ Paint containers
 ❏ Paintbrushes
 ❏ Paint smocks
 ❏ Pencils
 ❏ Pens
 ❏ Permanent marker
 ❏ Scissors (child and adult)
 ❏ Tape (clear and masking)
 ❏ Washable markers

TEACHING HELPS
These resources may be purchased at a local 
LifeWay Christian Store, by ordering online  
at www.lifeway.com/vbs, or by calling  
1-800-458-2772.

 ❏ VBS 2018 Kindergarten Leader Guide 
(005795453)—one per teacher

 ❏ VBS 2018 Kindergarten Leader Pack 
(005795696)—one per room

 ❏ VBS 2018 Playbook: 3s–K  
(005795764)—one per child

 ❏ VBS 2018 3s–Kindergarten Rotation Pack 
(005795698)

 ❏ VBS 2018 Music for Preschoolers CD  
(pkg. of 5, 005796541)

 ❏ Giant Game Floor Mat (005408950)
 ❏ Giant Inflatable Game Cube (005630803)
 ❏ CSB® Read to Me Bible (005790098) 
 ❏ VBS 2018 Logo Stickers (005797711)
 ❏ VBS 2018 Megaphones  
(pkg. of 5, 005797686)

 ❏ VBS 2018 Self-inking Stamps  
(pkg. of 5, 005797678) 

 ❏ VBS 2018 Sticker Name Tags (005797731)
 ❏ VBS 2018 Sticky Foam Shapes 
(005797586) 

 ❏ VBS 2018 Theme Stickers (005797732)

DAY 1
INTRO ACTIVITIES

Play a Headband Game
 ❏ Athletic headband

Flick a Paper Football
 ❏ Lightweight white paper or lined  
notebook paper

 ❏ Shoe boxes or other small boxes
 ❏ Green shredded paper

GROUP TIME
 ❏ Large, solid-colored gift bag
 ❏ White paper
 ❏ Construction paper circles in red, blue, 
green, yellow (at least 4 circles of each color)

 ❏ 2 paper pennants (triangles) 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Count to 100

 ❏ Small floral marbles or rocks

Write Messages in the Workout Room
 ❏ Towels or small mats
 ❏ Workout props
 ❏ Large stand-up non-breakable mirror
 ❏ Hand mirrors
 ❏ Dry erase markers and erasers

Play a Tossing Game
 ❏ Homemade penalty flags (see “Equipment 
Instructions” (pack item 21)

Make “Game On” Self Portrait
 ❏ Large manila or white paper,

Bonus Activity: Use a Photo Booth
 ❏ Straws or dowels
 ❏ Digital camera

CLOSING GROUP TIME
 ❏ Sports headband,
 ❏ Homemade penalty flag
 ❏ Small paper plates

DAY 2
INTRO ACTIVITIES
Bounce Balls

 ❏ Muffin pans
 ❏ Paper cut into circles that fit in muffin  
pan cups

 ❏ Table tennis balls

Take Photos
 ❏ Digital camera
 ❏ Balls and other sports equipment

GROUP TIME
 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)
 ❏ Whistle
 ❏ 2–3 small balls
 ❏ Adding machine tape or long paper strip
 ❏ Heavy paper squares (or index cards)
 ❏ Self-stick notes

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Make a Banner

 ❏ Homemade roller printers (see “Equipment 
Instructions,” pack item 21)

 ❏ Large pieces of paper
 ❏ Washable stamp pads
 ❏ Self-stick notes

Wrap Wrists in the Workout Room
 ❏ Workout props and materials from Day 1
 ❏ Strips of cloth or gauze (18–24 inches)

Play a Game
 ❏ Small paper ball

Play Broom Hockey
 ❏ Brooms
 ❏ Paper plates

Bonus Activity: Feel Letters
 ❏ Homemade sock feel box (see “Equipment 
Instructions,” pack item 21)

 ❏ Foam or plastic letters of Lazarus’ name

CLOSING GROUP TIME
 ❏ Small paper ball
 ❏ Foam or plastic letters in Lazarus’ name
 ❏ Large piece of paper

SUPPLIES
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SUPPLIES

DAY 3
INTRO ACTIVITIES

Make Ball Prints
 ❏ Play dough
 ❏ Small plastic footballs, golf balls, table tennis 
balls or other small plastic balls

Play “I Spy” Game
 ❏ No extra supplies other than pack items

GROUP TIME
 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)
 ❏ Yarn
 ❏ Clothespins
 ❏ Toy microphone or cardboard tube

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Run Drills in the Workout Room
 ❏ Workout props and materials
 ❏ Yarn
 ❏ Gym bag or tote bag
 ❏ Beanbags
 ❏ Stopwatch (optional)
 ❏ Clothespins
 ❏ Paper on clipboard (optional)

Play a “Knock Down” Game
 ❏ Plastic cups
 ❏ Homemade penalty flags (from Day 1 or see 
“Equipment Instructions,” (pack item 21)

Make Bible Wristbands
 ❏ Cardboard tubes
 ❏ Colored tape
 ❏ Washi tape
 ❏ Alphabet letter stickers
 ❏ Address labels/label stickers (optional)

Build a Ball Maze
 ❏ Wooden blocks
 ❏ Other building materials
 ❏ Table tennis ball

Bonus Activity: Read at a Tailgate
 ❏ Homemade viewers (see “Equipment 
Instructions,” pack item 21)

 ❏ Books about Jesus, appropriate books and 
magazines about sports

 ❏ Small cooler
 ❏ Folding sports/camp chairs

CLOSING GROUP TIME
 ❏ Homemade penalty flags
 ❏ Self-stick notes

DAY 4
INTRO ACTIVITIES

Make Number 1 Hands
 ❏ Craft foam or card stock
 ❏ Hole punches
 ❏ Yarn

Play Pom-pom Soccer
 ❏ Large pom-poms
 ❏ Straws
 ❏ Shoe box

GROUP TIME
 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Make Self Trading Cards
 ❏ Large plain index cards (or white card stock 
cut into 5-by-8-inch pieces)

 ❏ Colored pencils
 ❏ Gel pens

Move in the Workout Room
 ❏ Workout props and materials
 ❏ 3–4 small cones or plastic cups
 ❏ Foam ball
 ❏ Lengths of crepe paper or wide ribbon  
(about 24–30 inches)

Scoop Balls
 ❏ Table tennis balls
 ❏ Large dishpan or plastic bin with water
 ❏ Small aquarium nets
 ❏ Plastic ice cream scoops
 ❏ Plastic tablecloth
 ❏ Towels
 ❏ Muffin pans

Stamp Words
 ❏ Washable stamp pads
 ❏ Alphabet stamps
 ❏ White paper cut into 4-by-8-inch pieces  
(or so)

Bonus Activity: Build a Boat
 ❏ Wooden Blocks

CLOSING GROUP TIME
 ❏ 3 plastic cups
 ❏ Clothespins
 ❏ Yarn

DAY 5
INTRO ACTIVITIES

Create Chains
 ❏ Velcro®

Play Games
 ❏ Wooden puzzles and floor puzzles (optional)

GROUP TIME
 ❏ Homemade jersey bag (from Day 1)
 ❏ Toy microphone (or cardboard tube made to 
look like a microphone)

 ❏ Rhythm instruments

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Complete an Obstacle Course
 ❏ Workout props and materials
 ❏ Length of wooden board
 ❏ Plastic hoop
 ❏ Pool noodle
 ❏ 2 cones
 ❏ 4 large jingle bells
 ❏ 6 medium jingle bells
 ❏ Yarn
 ❏ Clothespins

Play Instruments
 ❏ Rhythm instruments

Spell Praise Words
 ❏ Table tennis balls
 ❏ Golf tees
 ❏ Styrofoam® block
 ❏ Cards with praise words

Play Games
 ❏ Small paper ball
 ❏ Various locks and keys
 ❏ Combination lock with combination  
written on a card

 ❏ Tray or basket for the locks and keys

Bonus Activity: Paint on Megaphones
 ❏ Tempera paint

CLOSING GROUP TIME
 ❏ Homemade feel box (see “Equipment 
Instructions,” pack item 21)

 ❏ Red and blue paper squares
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SUPPLIES
 ❏ Two 10-foot Schedule 40 
PVC Pipes at ¾ inches 
wide

 ❏ Six Schedule 40 PVC 
90-degree joints

 ❏ Four Schedule 40  
PVC Tees

 ❏ Two yards of net material
 ❏ Zip ties 

COACH TIPS
• Ask the hardware store to 

cut the PVC pipe pieces 
for you. Most will be happy 
to help!

• If the 31-inch pipes are a 
little long, shorten a bit 
with a hand saw.

SOCCER GOAL
Use this simple and inexpensive plan to 
build a soccer goal for decoration as well 
as play for VBS.

1. From the 10-foot poles, cut the 
following pieces:

• Four 6-inch pieces

• Four 18-inch pieces

• Two 24-inch pieces

• Two 31-inch pieces

2. Use tees to attach a 6-inch piece to each end 
of two of the 18-inch pipes to make 30-inch pipes for 
the top and base of the frame. 

3. Attach a 90-degree joint to each end of these now 30-inch pipes and insert an 
18-inch piece in each.

4. Add a 90-degree piece to the other end of each of these pipes. This will be the 
base for the goal.

5. Insert a 24-inch pipe onto each of the 90-degree pieces coming up from the base 
and attach each to the 90-degree joints coming from the 30-inch top piece made 
in Step 2.

6. Insert the 31-inch pipes in the tees on the top piece and secure them to the tees 
on the base.

7. Attach net with zip ties.

8. The goal should be sturdy enough without glue, which will make your  
take-down and storage easier as well. 

ACTIVITY-BASED 
DECORATIONS
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CONCESSION STAND
Preschoolers will enjoy pretending to 
serve snacks to you and their friends at 
this simple concession stand.

1. Stand two crates vertically next  
to each other so that they are  
18 inches high. 

1. Place the 16-inch support boards 
inside the crates in each of the 4 front 
corners. Attach the crates together 
by driving nails through the support 
boards in the inner corners where the 
crates meet. 

2. Nail the 48-inch boards to the 
outsides of the crates as shown in  
the photo. 

3. Attach the 27-by-9-inch board to the front of the 48-inch long boards as shown 
in the picture.

4. Decorate the concession stand in your team colors.

ACTIVITY-BASED DECORATIONS

SUPPLIES 
 ❏ Two unfinished wood crates  
(12½-by-18-by-9⅜ inches)

 ❏ Two 48-inch long boards 
(1½-x-¾-inches thick)

 ❏ Four 16-inch support boards 
(1½-by-¾-inches thick)

 ❏ One 27-by-9-inch board  
(¾-inch thick)

 ❏ Nails and hammer
 ❏ Decorations such as paint, 
fabric, and streamers

COACH TIP
• For added fun, stock your 

concession stand with pretend 
food, cash register, plastic 
popcorn boxes, plastic cups 
and other containers.

• Add pencils or markers and 
small notepads to encourage 
preschoolers to write down 
“orders” from their friends.

• Provide butcher paper, posters, 
or chalkboards for kids to write 
menus and signs.
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MUSIC AND MOTIONS

GAME ON!
(TRACK 07)

Clap your hands 
Stomp your feet
Get it boom, boom, boomin’!
Make some noise
Let ‘em hear
What our God is doin’!

(Pre-Chorus)
Up in the stands
And down on the field
Let’s get this place rockin’
It’s about to get real! 

(Chorus)
Game on!
We’re gearing up for life’s big game
Game on!
We’re here to cheer and celebrate
What God has done
Game on!

(Repeat All)

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. Arranged by Paul Marino and 
Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay 
Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. CCLI #7085124

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. Arranged by Paul Marino and 
Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay 
Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. CCLI #7085127

IT’S GAME TIME
(TRACK 05)

Throw that ball
Swing that bat
Kick that goal
Block that pass 

It’s game time
Time to take the field
It’s game time
And we’re playing for real
It’s game time
So get up off of that sideline
It’s game time!

(Repeat All)

It’s game time
Time to take the field
It’s game time
And we’re playing for real
It’s game time
So get up off of that sideline
It’s game time!
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God1 has given us2, given us2, given us2

God1 has given us2 everything3 we need4

God1 has given us2, given us2, given us2

God1 has given us2 everything3 we need4

(REPEAT) 

Everything, everything5

Everything3 we need4

Everything, everything5

Everything3 we need4

God1 has given us2, given us2, given us2

God1 has given us2 everything we need3

God1 has given us2, given us2, given us2

God has given us2 everything3 we need4

God has given us2 everything3 we need4

God has given us everything we need6

 
Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. Arranged by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 

(admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI # 7085123.

EVERYTHING WE NEED
(TRACK 01)

6.

1.

4.

2. 3.

5.
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Every word of God is true1

Written down for me and you2 

It’s in the Bible3

Everything He said and did4

Teaches us how we should live5 

It’s in the Bible3

(CHORUS)

It’s all about what God wants us to know6

It’s all about the love that Jesus shows7

It’s all about Him helping us to grow8

All we need to know6

It’s in the Bible3

Every word of God is true1

Written down for me and you2

It’s in the Bible3

Everything He said and did4

Teaches us how we should live5 

It’s in the Bible3

(REPEAT CHORUS 2X)

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. Arranged by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 
(admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #7085126.

In the Bible
(TRACK 02)

6.

7. 8.

1.

4.

2. 3.

5.
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PD words by Anna B. Warner and William B. Bradbury. New words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. 
Arranged by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org),   

All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #7085239

The Jesus Loves Me Song
(TRACK 03)

This is the Jesus1 loves5 me song2

Everybody3 sing along4

This is the Jesus1 loves me5 song2

Everybody3 sing along4

Jesus1 loves me5 this I know

For the Bible tells me so6

Little ones to Him belong7

They are weak but He is strong8

Yes9 Jesus1 loves me5

Yes9 Jesus1 loves me5

Yes9 Jesus1 loves me5

The Bible tells me so6

(REPEAT ALL)

The Bible tells me so6

The Bible tells me so6

6.

7. 8. 9.

1.

4.

2. 3.

5.
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Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. Arranged by Paul Marino and Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 
(admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI # 7085120.

At All Times
(TRACK 04)

I can praise God1 in the morning2

And I can praise God1 at night3

I can praise God1 when it’s raining4

And praise Him1 when the sun is bright5

At all times6, at all times6

I can praise God1 with my family7

Or I can praise God1 alone8

I can praise God1 in a crowded room9 

Or praise Him1 when I’m at home10

At all times6, at all times6

(CHORUS)

I can praise Him1

I can praise Him1 

I can praise Him1

At all times6

(Repeat Chorus)

I can praise God1 in the morning2

And I can praise God1 at night3

I can praise God1 when it’s raining4

And praise Him1 when the sun is bright5

At all times6, at all times6

At all times6

5. 6. 7.

9.8. 10.

1. 2. 3.

4.
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For Teaching Kids Who Have Completed Kindergarten

Accompanying Resources
VBS 2018 Kindergarten Leader Pack

005795696

VBS 2018 Playbook: 3s–K

005795764

VBS 2018 3s–Kindergarten Rotation Pack

005795698

VBS 2018 Music for Preschoolers CD

005796541

VBS Website
www.lifeway.com/vbs

VBS 2018

KINDERGARTEN  
LEADER GUIDE

U.S.A. $5.89

005795453

http://www.lifeway.com/vbs
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