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GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION
How can you know for sure you will spend eternity with God? Here’s what 
the Bible says.

GOD’S POWER

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes.” (Romans 1:16a) God is the power, 
source, and reward in salvation. Because we are powerless in our sin, 
God steps in to rescue us.

OUR PROBLEM 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Sin 
means missing the mark and falling short of perfection. Because of our 
imperfection, we cannot stand before a holy God.

OUR PUNISHMENT

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) Sin separates us from God and sentences 
us to death. 

GOD’S PROVISION

“But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Though we deserve eternal death, 
God has made a way for us to be rescued through the sacrifice of His 
Son, Jesus.

GOD’S PROMISE

“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) To 
confess Jesus as Lord means we agree with God about our sin and need 
for salvation. We must repent and trust only in the work of Jesus to save us.

4 STUDENT VBS 2018
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CARES 
ABOUT ME

JESUS 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 15:1-7

TODAY’S POINT
Jesus seeks out those who are 
lost and in need of a Savior.
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IN COLLEGE BASKETBALL, MAY A TEAM CONTINUE 
TO PLAY WITH FEWER THAN FIVE PLAYERS WHEN ALL 
OTHER MEMBERS HAVE FOULED OUT OR ARE INJURED? 

A.  Yes, they can start the game with fewer than five 
players.

B.  Yes, they must start the game with five players, but 
it is possible to finish with just one. 

C.  No, when there are fewer than five players, that 
team must forfeit the game.

D.  No, but that team may suit up and play any student 
who is in attendance, as long as that student is 
currently enrolled in the college.

Winning
These days, there is so much pressure to succeed … at everything. 
Students train year-round in select sports and other activities so that when 
the season rolls around, they can perform at a high level and win. We 
don’t usually care too much if one player is missing, as long as someone 
else steps up to carry the load. And in many cases, the person we expect 
to carry that load is ourselves.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO BE THE BEST.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO MEET THE HIGH EXPECTATIONS OF OTHERS.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO DO EVERYTHING, AND DO EVERYTHING WELL.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO MEASURE UP TO A STANDARD OF PERFECTION.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO FIT IN WITH MY PEERS.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO DO IT ALL MYSELF.

I FEEL PRESSURE TO ______________________________________.

6 STUDENT VBS 2018
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The five sessions of Game On! will help you gain a biblical view of winning 
in life. Here’s a sneak peek—it doesn’t have anything at all to do with your 
natural talents, abilities, or best efforts. It has everything to do with Jesus!

God has given us all we need to win at life. So gear up and get ready, 
because it’s game on!

Status: out
In 2015, the University of Southern Mississippi men’s basketball team was 
forced to finish overtime against Florida International with only four players. 
They had started the game with seven eligible players, but during the game, 
three fouled out. The remaining four Southern Miss players gave it their best, 
but with a fifth player missing on the court, they couldn’t pull off a win.

Which of the following situations have you experienced?

  A teammate couldn’t participate in an important game or  
competition because he was sick, injured, or ineligible.

  Someone quit the team mid-season.

   You couldn’t participate in an important game or  
competition because you were sick, injured, or ineligible.

  You quit the team mid-season.

Which of the following best describes your attitude in those  
types of situations:

  The team can do just fine without one player.

  The team is incomplete without one player. 

Here’s the good news—Jesus has no desire to replace those who are 
spiritually injured or missing. He doesn’t plan to finish the game with only 
part of the team. Jesus cares about everyone, and chases after those who 
are lost and in need of a Savior.
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Tip off
Read Luke 15:1-2 

There are two groups of people mentioned in this passage—tax collectors 
and sinners, and the Pharisees and scribes. From verses 1-2, list what you 
know about each group.

VS. 

TAX COLLECTORS & SINNERS  

PHARISEES & SCRIBES

Draw a circle around the “team” that thought they had the edge. 

Draw a square around the “team” that thought they were the underdogs.

Underline the “team” you most relate to.

8 STUDENT VBS 2018
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WORKOUTDRILL 

It might seem strange—that those whom 
the world considered sinners were 
wanting to be near Jesus. And it brings up 
a great question—Why?

As we read God’s Word, one way to find the 
answers to the questions we have in a passage is 
to look at the verses that come before it. Flip back 
to Luke 14 in your Bible and skim through it. Then 
match the verses with what happens in them.

   Jesus gave instructions to the 
Pharisee who had invited Him 
to the meal. Instead of inviting 
rich people, who don’t need or 
appreciate the banquet, he should 
invite needy people who do.

   Jesus told a parable that 
described heaven as a place for 
the poor, maimed, blind, and lame.

   When Jesus went to eat a meal 
at a Pharisee’s house on the 
Sabbath, He healed a sick man.

So why were tax collectors and sinners wanting 
to be near Jesus? He taught them that God 
cared about their needs and offered them 
eternal life. He taught them the kingdom of God 
is a place for people who turn to God. The same 
is true today. Jesus deeply cares about you. 
The thing is, you have to recognize your need in 
order to know Him in that way.

VERSES

>>1-4

VERSES
>>12-14

VERSES
>>16-24
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1          3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10NOT 
AT ALL EXTREMELY

COACHABLE
Does that mean Jesus didn’t care about the 
Pharisees and scribes? Not at all! But it does 
bring up an important point—your attitude 

about Jesus greatly affects what you are able 
to learn from Him.

Unscramble the letters to show how the 
two different groups approached Jesus 

and His teachings.

TAX COLLECTORS & SINNERS

      

                 PHARISEES & SCRIBES

              

On a scale of 1 to 10, how coachable are you when it comes to learning 
from Jesus?

10 STUDENT VBS 2018
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Motivational speech
Read Luke 15:3-4    

parable—noun | par·a·ble | \'pa-rә-bәl\ : a usually 
short fictitious story that illustrates a moral 
attitude or a religious principle

Jesus often used parables to reveal mysteries of 
God’s kingdom to His disciples. Here, though, 
Jesus recognized there was conflict brewing. The 
presence of and increasing interest in Jesus 
among tax collectors and sinners annoyed the 
religious leaders to no end. So He used a 
parable to teach others. 

In this parable, Jesus gave the religious 
leaders the occupation of  

BONUS 
Round

The religious leaders 
didn’t think any more highly 

about shepherds than they 
did tax collectors and other 

“lesser,” sinful people. And 
instead of simply telling a story 

to teach a lesson, this time, Jesus 
put the religious leaders in the story 

themselves. 

What does it tell you about Jesus 
that He used a parable to teach the 

complaining religious leaders? (Choose all 
that apply)

  He wanted to embarrass them in front of 
everyone.

   He wanted to help them put themselves in 
someone else’s shoes and see things from a 

different perspective.

   He loved the religious leaders, too, and wanted 
them to understand who He was and why He came.

LEARNER GUIDE 11
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NEVER QUIT
Why do you think Jesus said, “until 
he finds it” in verse 4? What does this 
teach you about Jesus?

The bigger picture in this parable is that 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. All of us at 
one time are the lost sheep in need of 
rescue. Jesus cares about you so much He 
will never stop pursuing you as His own. 
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Victory celebration
Read Luke 15:5-7.

How does the shepherd in the parable get the sheep back home?

  with an electric sheep prod

  rides him like a donkey

  carries him on his shoulders

What do you think this part of the story is meant to teach you about Jesus?

When the shepherd arrives home with the sheep, a huge celebration 
erupts. Jesus explains, “There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who don’t need 
repentance.” 

To repent means to change one’s mind. The Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary explains it this way, “Repentance refers to a deeply seated 
and thorough turning from self to God. It occurs when a radical turning to 
God takes place, an experience in which God is recognized as the most 
important fact of one’s existence.” It goes back to a recognition of need. In 
Luke 15:1-2, there was one group of people who knew they needed change 
in their lives, and another group who did not. Which are you?

Number the following in order as described in the parable: 

  We repent.

  God pursued us and sent Jesus to save us.

  All of heaven rejoices.

  We turned away from God.

  Jesus finds us.

  We belonged to God.

LEARNER GUIDE 13
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POST GAME CHALLENGE
Today’s session can be summed up in these four statements:

1.  Jesus is indiscriminate, caring for and pursuing a relationship with 
everyone.

2. Jesus is a patient teacher, helping us to understand who He is.

3. Jesus never stops pursuing those who are lost.

4. Jesus rejoices when we repent.

Apply these truths to your life in one or more of the following ways. 
Place a check beside any you will commit to do. 

  Seek to develop friendship with someone you normally wouldn’t, 
prayerfully looking for an opportunity in that relationship to share 

the gospel.

  Set aside time each day to study Scripture on your own, inviting 
God to teach you His wisdom and truth. You might want to 

start with the Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10).

 Thank God for His relentless pursuit and love for you.

  Identify an area of your life where you need to make a 
change, recognizing that God is most important. Then 
do it.

14 STUDENT VBS 2018
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JESUS 
GIVES ME 

HOPE
BIBLE PASSAGE
John 11:1-44

TODAY’S POINT
Jesus gives believers 
hope for eternal life.
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HOW MANY OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALS HAS 
THE US MEN’S ICE HOCKEY TEAM WON?

A. 1

B. 2

C. 3

D. 4

Losing 

When you were younger, did your mom or dad ever let you win a game you 
were playing together? Nobody likes to lose, especially if it feels like the 
possibility of ever winning is out of reach. Parents sometimes let their kids 
win at games, so they can experience victory and want to keep playing. 
Winning helps people be hopeful in future competitions. 

On the other hand, what if a parent always let his or her child win easily? 
If you never had to experience the feeling of hopelessness or waiting, how 
strong would your sense of hope really be?

Waiting
In the space below, list some things in life you don’t want to wait for, and 
also some things you’re OK waiting for. 

Things I Want Now: _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Things I Don’t Mind Waiting For:_______________________________

_________________________________________________________

Now place a check beside anything you want now that if you don’t get, 
might cause you to lose hope.

16 STUDENT VBS 2018
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“GREAT MOMENTS ARE BORN FROM 

AND THAT’S WHAT YOU 

—HERB BROOKS, COACH OF THE 1980 U.S. OLYMPIC HOCKEY TEAM

GREAT OPPORTUNITY, 
HAVE HERE TONIGHT, BOYS.”

OPPORTUNITY
Read John 11:1-16.

Fill in the blanks to show Jesus’ reply when He was told His friend Lazarus 
was sick:

This __________________ will not end in ___________________ but 

is for the ______________  ___  ____________________, so that the 

____________  ___  ______________ may be ____________ through it. 

Now circle one of the two phrases that reveal the purpose of Lazarus’ illness.

True or False?
 Any difficulty or crisis that points people to Jesus results in good. 

Just as Jesus didn’t have to be told Lazarus had died (v. 14), neither was it 
necessary for anyone to tell Him Lazarus was sick in the first place. Jesus 
already knew, and He already knows what struggles you face now and will 
face tomorrow. But He looks at those situations differently than we do. He 
sees them as opportunities to impact our lives for eternity (v. 15). 

Name a bad situation in your life that God could use for His glory. 

_______________________________________________
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YOUR CLOCK, 
FATHOM, 

JESUS LOVES YOU 
MORE THAN YOU CAN 

BUT HE IS NOT ON 

AND HIS TIMING IS ALWAYS PERFECT.

DOWN, NOT OUT
In the 1980 Winter Olympics, the Soviet Union was the undisputed favorite 
to win the gold in men’s ice hockey. They had won the gold medal in 5 of 
the 6 previous Olympic Games. Their team had much experience together, 
as they practiced 11 months out of the year. 

The U.S. men’s ice hockey team, on the other hand, had only one gold 
medal in its Olympic history, a full twenty years prior. The 1980 U.S. men’s 
team, made up of amateur and collegiate players, was not expected to 
win against these national rivals. But they did, and in dramatic fashion. 
In the 3rd and final period, the U.S. team scored 2 goals to go ahead of 
the Soviets 4–3 and win the medal round, in what has since been widely 
known as the “Miracle on Ice.”  

When did you “win” in Christ when it looked like there was no hope? 

Read John 11:17-37.
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WORKOUTDRILL 

Just as Jesus’ actions upon hearing of Lazarus’ illness 
brought up questions in the hearts and minds of His 
friends and disciples, it brings up some important 
questions for us today. Add any questions the passage 
makes you wonder about below the two already listed. 

Why doesn’t God always heal people when they pray?

Couldn’t God______________________

______________________________

__________________________ ?

         (fill in the blank)

How can you use  
the Bible to find the  

answers to difficult questions?  

 > Use a concordance or topical Bible to search for 
Scriptures on a certain topic.

 > Search the Internet for trusted Christian leaders’ 
blogs or sermons on the issue.

 > Use myWSB.com. This study tool has a library of 
numerous resources to help you find the answers 
you’re looking for.

LEARNER GUIDE 19
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Do you believe in miracles?
Four days. Lazarus had been dead long enough to have been placed in the 
tomb and for everyone who knew him in Bethany to have mourned. No one 
questioned Jesus’ love for Lazarus. They did, however, question His power.

Sometimes our waiting is longer than four days. We might, like Lazarus’ 
family and friends, feel dead inside. And Jesus offers our only hope. He 
said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes 
in me, even if he dies, will live. Everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” It’s a good question.

 Do you believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God?

 Do you believe Jesus has power over death?

 Do you believe Jesus is the only source of eternal life?

  Do you believe Jesus is the only source of hope for your life on earth?

 Do you believe Jesus is the only hope your friends have in life?

If your answer is no to any of the above questions, write a prayer here 
asking God to help you with your unbelief.
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The rest of the story
Read John 11:38-44.

Jesus weeping over Lazarus’ death is a well-known fact. 
But sadness wasn’t Jesus’ only emotion in this passage. In 
verse 33 and then again in verse 38 we find Jesus angry.

Why do you think Jesus might have been angry?

   He was feeling sorry for Himself because 
everywhere He went He ran into critics and 
doubters.

   He was mad at Himself for not going 
sooner to Bethany so Lazarus wouldn’t 
have died.

   When God created the earth, He 
never intended for there to be 
sadness and dying. Sin had 
brought death, and Jesus came to 
bring the dead to life. Still, many 
people wouldn’t believe.

   He was hungry and no one 
had offered Him a bite 
to eat after His long 
journey to get there.

At Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus 
reminded Martha, 
“Didn’t I tell you that 
if you believed you 
would see the glory 
of God?” This is 
still true for us 
today. In every 
situation, every 
trial—if we 
believe we 
will see the 
glory of 
God!

BONUS 
Round

In the first half of his gospel, 
John recorded seven miracles 

Jesus performed. John referred 
to these miracles as “signs,” 

and they are meant to reveal 
something important about Jesus. 

The raising of Lazarus from the dead 
is the seventh of these signs. Here are 

the other six:

>  Turning water into wine (John 2:1-11)

>  Healing the royal official’s son in 
Capernaum (John 4:46-54)

>  Healing at the Pool of Bethesda on the 
Sabbath (John 5:1-9)

>  Feeding the 5,000 (John 6:5-14)

>  Walking on water (John 6:16-21)

>  Healing the man blind from birth (John 9:1-41)
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POST GAME CHALLENGE
Today’s session can be summed up in these four statements:

1. If we believe, we will see the glory of God in our circumstances.

2. Jesus does not always act according to our timetable.

3. Jesus is the resurrection and the life.

4. Everyone who believes in Jesus will live forever.

Apply these truths to your life in one or more of the following ways. 
Place a check beside any you will commit to do. 

  Thank God for not letting anything go to waste in your life. Ask Him 
to use even the most difficult situation to show His glory.

 Be patient, knowing God will act on your behalf in His perfect timing.

  Tell someone who does not know Jesus that He is the resurrection 
and the life.

  Identify an area of your life that you need Jesus to free you from. As 
He calls you to come out from that sin, run to Him.
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JESUS 

BIBLE PASSAGE
John 20:19-31

TODAY’S POINT
Jesus helps us believe 
without seeing.

HELPS ME 
BELIEVE

LEARNER GUIDE 23
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IN THE 2016 OLYMPICS IN RIO DE JANIERO, FOR 
THE FIRST TIME, VOLLEYBALL PLAYERS COULD 
CHALLENGE WHETHER A BALL WAS IN OR OUT BY:

A. Asking the line judge to overrule the referee.

B.  Taking a poll of the spectators in attendance.

C. Requesting video replay.

D. Asking their opponents to tell the truth.

Live Like LiNE
Caroline “Line” Found was West High School’s setter and team captain in 
2010 when they won the Iowa State Volleyball Championship. Less than a 
year later, in August 2011 just before her senior year, Caroline died in a moped 
accident. She was a fun-loving, vivacious girl, described by author/sportswriter/
broadcaster Frank Deford as “the glue that knit the team together.”

As the 2011 volleyball season began, West High’s team was grieving. 
They weren’t expected to be good even with Caroline returning as setter. 
Now, certainly no one would have foreseen or believed they could repeat 
as state champions under such circumstances. But after some difficult 
weeks, the team rallied with the school and community behind them, and 
West High School repeated that year as state champs. 

Have you ever witnessed or been part of an “you’d have to see it to 
believe it” type of experience? 

Getting back on track
Sometimes a situation, from all outward appearances, seems impossible. 
Without seeing evidence to convince you otherwise, it’s hard to believe 
God is in control. When do you have trouble believing God is in control?
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In those situations, what do you do to believe?

   Talk to a friend

   Listen to uplifting music

   Read the Bible

   Look for signs of God in the 
world around me

   Pray

   Talk to a family member

   Nothing. I get swallowed up 
in doubt.

Live action footage
Read John 20:19-23.

When Jesus appeared in the room where the disciples were hiding out, 
He was no mirage. The disciples had seen Him crucified and laid in the 
grave. They were afraid and hiding in a locked room, and suddenly, Jesus 
appeared among them, in the flesh. Before anything else, what were 
Jesus’ words to them?

In Christ, peace on earth isn’t a hopeful wish. He Himself is Peace, and 
in the hearts of those who abide in His presence, peace is a blessed 
reality. Jesus has conquered death, once and for all! And if death itself is 
defeated, then we have no reason to fear, no matter the circumstance.

What do you think the disciples were afraid of?

   The Jews would kill them, too.

   Continuing on in life without Jesus to lead them.

   That they had been wrong about Jesus’ kingdom plans.

   All of the above.

It’s kind of like in sports when your best player is out and you’re facing an 
intimidating opponent. You suddenly feel unprepared and unsure what the 
new game plan is or if there’s even a chance it will work. But as real as our 
fear seems, the peace of God is even more real.

LEARNER GUIDE 25
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Side out 
Unscramble the words to find out what else Jesus gave His followers that day.

OFPOR (v. 20)  ___________________________________

EUPPSRO (V. 21, 23) ___________________________________

CREPNESE (v. 22) ___________________________________

When all seemed lost, and the disciples felt like they were on defense, 
Jesus showed up and turned it around. He gave them peace, proof, 
purpose, and the presence of His Holy Spirit. 

What proof do you have of Jesus’ death and resurrection?

What is Jesus sending you into the world to do?

How does He help you do it?
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John 
11:14-16

John 
14:3-6

John 
20:24-29

WORKOUTDRILL

Thomas gets a bad rap, as he is best known as “The 
Doubter.” But Thomas’ actions in other passages 
help us know there was much more to the guy than 
just that. One way to find the answers we’re looking 
for in Scripture is to do a character study. Thomas is 
a great example of how digging into the character 
of a biblical person can help us know the answers 
we’re looking for.

If you do an Internet search or look in a Bible 
dictionary for Thomas in the Bible, you’ll find three 
passages that give insight. Match the following 
references with what they tell us about Thomas.

   Devoted to Jesus, even ready to 
die with Him.

   Asked Jesus questions, earnestly 
wanting to know more.

    Was still with the disciples even 
though a week earlier they had 
told him such an unbelievable 
story about Jesus rising from the 
dead. 
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Replay Challenge
Read John 20:24-29.

We don’t know where Thomas was when Jesus appeared to 
the disciples, but he wasn’t there to personally receive the 
peace, proof, purpose, and presence of Jesus. The news was 
so incredible, that Thomas wanted to see it for himself. So 
Jesus showed up again to help.

How do you think Jesus felt about Thomas?

   He was annoyed with Thomas’ unbelief.

   He loved Thomas and wanted to help him 
believe.

   He was done with Thomas for good.

If you could have tangible proof of one supernatural truth, what would you 
choose? How do you believe without proof?

Fill in the blanks to express what Thomas believed about Jesus when 
Jesus helped him with his doubts.

MY ________________ AND MY __________! 
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WHEN IN DOUBT
Doubt is not the complete absence of faith. It is faith that struggles with 
the temptation of unbelief, and it is something every believer deals with 
to some extent. So when we talk about doubt as believers, we must 
understand that God can handle our questions, but His desire is that we 
grow to a place where we find full confidence in Him.  

The point? God can use your doubts to strengthen your faith, too. In 
order for that to happen, use Thomas’ example and do the following things:

 > Be ready and willing to follow Jesus, even when you’re unsure what 
He’s up to.

 > Don’t be afraid to ask your questions. Be honest, and seek the answers 
you’re looking for from God in prayer and in His Word.

 > Surround yourself with Christian friends.

 > Keep worshiping and serving Jesus.

PI
VO

TA
L G

AM
E. 

DI
G S

ET 
SPIKE. EP

IC. NEXT LEVEL.
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Blessed
Some people today think it would be easier to believe in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus if they had been around to see it for themselves. And 
certainly it was a privilege to walk and talk with Jesus and be invited to 
touch His hands and His side. So how can verse 29 be true, that those who 
believe without seeing are blessed?

JESUS’ PROMISES ARE MORE RELIABLE THAN WHAT WE SEE.

We can trust what He says more than what we perceive.

SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP IS GREATER THAN PHYSICAL RELATIONSHIP. 

Our spiritual relationship is eternal. Physical relationships are temporary.

WHEN WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT, FEAR HAS NO PLACE. 

The disciples hid in fear because their relationship with Jesus, to that point, 
had been based on sight. When they began walking by faith, God used 
them to turn the whole world upside down.

OUR GREATEST JOY IS AHEAD, NOT BEHIND. 

We can live with inexpressible joy, knowing that one day we will see Him 
as He is. (1 John 3:2)

Circle the statement above that you most needed to be reminded of today.

WE CAN LIVE WITH

 INEXPRESSIBLE JOY, 
KNOWING THAT ONE DAY 

WE WILL SEE HIM AS HE IS. 
(BASED ON 1 JOHN 3:2)
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Dig this
If you want to know how to improve your volleyball game, 
you might pick up a skills DVD with a picture of Kerri 
Walsh Jennings or Misty May-Treanor on it. You might 
also pick up a book that details how they won their 
gold medals. It wouldn’t be necessary for you to know 
every detail of their lives to improve as a player. But 
knowing the details that directly impacted their 
progression toward becoming what people call 
the greatest female volleyball duo of all time 
would give you the information you need to 
follow in their footsteps.

Read John 20:30-31.

Would you say your approach to 
learning about Jesus and His life on 
earth is more like:

DIG  I go down deep to get 
spiritual truths found in God’s 
Word.

SET  I learn only what other 
people teach me about 
Jesus.

SPIKE  I take quick 
hits at studying the 
Bible, but they 
come in bursts 
that don’t last 
long and are 
few and far 
between.  

BONUS 
Round

Jesus performed many 
miracles during His time 

on earth, but John only 
recorded seven. Through the 

inspiration of God, he chose 
to tell events and words that 

would lead readers to faith and 
abundant life.

Why did John record the story of 
Jesus coming back for the sake of one 

guy named Thomas? Print your name in 
the blanks to discover two reasons.

So that  may believe 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

by believing  may have 

life in his name. John 20:31
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POST GAME CHALLENGE
Today’s session can be summed up in these four statements:

1. The life and presence of the resurrected Jesus give us peace.

2.  Jesus sends us into the world in the power of the Holy Spirit to share 
the gospel of peace.

3. Jesus loves us and helps us believe without seeing.

4. When we believe without seeing, we have life in His name.

Apply these truths to your life in one or more of the following ways. Place a 
check beside any you will commit to do. 

   Turn away from the things of the world and to Jesus for real and 
lasting peace.

   Be the kind of person who helps other people confront 
their doubts and leads them to truth.

    Thank God for His great love and patience with you in 
your own journey of belief.

   Choose to believe God in an area you have 
struggled to do so, and invite Him to give you 
new life.
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JESUS 
LOVES ME

BIBLE PASSAGE
John 13:1-35; 19:25-27;  
20:1-10; 21:1-14

TODAY’S POINT
Jesus demonstrated God’s 
love for us so that by 
trusting in Him we can be 
called God’s children.
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IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL, A “WALK-ON” REFERS TO 
SOMEONE WHO

A.  Jumps out of the stands and runs onto the field 
during a game, at which point he is tackled by 
security and taken to the local jail.

B.  What an uninvited, unrecruited, non-
scholarshipped player is called when he 
shows up to tryouts and makes the team.

C   A team’s pre-game entrance onto the 
field, usually through a tunnel with 
loud hype music playing over the 
loudspeakers as fans cheer wildly.

D.  A player who has been tackled and 
is then stepped on by one or more 
players from the opposing team 
before he can get back up.

Walk-on
In high school, Brandon Burlsworth was an uncoordinated, gangly guy 
who didn’t get much playing time on the football field. Looking back, his 
coach said, “Brandon had no natural talent.” His dedication and work ethic, 
though, more than made up for it. Brandon loved football, and by the time 
he was a senior, he had made himself into a player, even earning Arkansas 
All-State Team honors. 

Though Brandon could have played on scholarship at a few smaller 
schools, his dream was to go to the University of Arkansas and play for 
the Razorbacks. They weren’t offering Brandon a scholarship, but that 
didn’t stop him. Burlsworth walked on as a freshman, and though no one 
expected him to ever get any playing time, he made the team. 
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Brandon’s high school story repeated itself in college. He worked harder 
than anyone and over the next several years, worked his way up the depth 
chart. In 1998, the Razorbacks’ coach had instilled a slogan, “Do it the Burls 
way.” They did, too. Arkansas went 9–2 that season and ended ranked 
16th in the national poll. That uncoordinated, gangly high school freshman 
had become a respected, impactful collegiate player, and was named a 
consensus All-American at guard.

In April of 1999, the Indianapolis Colts drafted Burlsworth in the 3rd 
round of the NFL draft. Tragically, just a week and a half later, Brandon was 
killed in a car accident as he was driving home to take his mom to church. 

Brandon’s life was shorter than most would have ever hoped or 
expected, but it was fuller than most ever experience or imagine. And his 
love for football and dedication to the game is still honored today. Each 
year, the Burlsworth Trophy is presented to the nation’s most outstanding 
player who began his career as a walk-on.

The Jesus award
From the world’s viewpoint, Jesus 
was a walk-on. He didn’t measure 
up to the standards people set 
for greatness, but He lived, and 
died, in such a way that He’s 
impossible not to notice. 
Those who know Him seek 
to live like Him and do 
things Jesus’ way.

If there were an award 
given in Jesus’ name, what 
characteristic do you think 
it would be used to honor? 
Write your answer on the 
trophy. 
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Training room
During their three years of following Jesus, the disciples sometimes 
needed to be pulled aside for special care. Certainly the days leading up 
to Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion, and resurrection were one of those times. 
The disciples were about to play the toughest game of their lives. 

In preparation, Jesus didn’t wrap their ankles or give them an ice bath, 
but He did wash their feet! That’s the scene in John 13. The disciples had 
shared a meal together with Jesus, and then He got up and washed their 
feet. He was training them to love.

Read John 13:1,23,34-35. 

Clues: ACROSS

3.  who the loved 
disciple was 
reclining close 
beside

7.  who Jesus told the 
disciples to love

Clues: DOWN

1.  what people know 
we are when we 
love each other

2.  the Festival that 
was about to take 
place

4.  Jesus’ hour had 
come to do this

5.  the disciple who 
wrote these words

6.  what Jesus did til 
the end

36 STUDENT VBS 2018

StudentLRN_18_CC.indd   36 8/10/17   9:34 AM



Nickname
Match the following football players with their nicknames. 

 

Usually, athletes’ nicknames reflect their abilities, physical characteristics, 
or are a play on words using their given names. Some of the disciples had 
nicknames, too. Jesus referred to John and his brother James as the Sons 
of Thunder.

 

Numerous times in John’s writings, he referred to himself as the one Jesus 
______________________. 

If you had a nickname based on your relationship with Jesus, what would it be? 

It’s not that John didn’t think Jesus loved the others, too. Obviously, He did. 
But as John wrote and recounted Jesus’ words and actions, each memory 
seemed to prompt John to recognize, “Jesus loves me!” 

Adrian 

Peterson

J.J. Watt

Adam 

Jones

Terrance 
Knighton

William 

Perry

Pacman

Pot Roast

The Milk man

The Refrigerator

All Day 
(A.D.)
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Rule book
Many times when a coach or player is interviewed about what 

the team needs to do better, they say things like, “Play hard; 
get in the end zone; don’t turn the ball over; and make 

plays.” Their answers seem obvious and we wonder why 
we all needed to hear what we already knew.

In John 13:34-35, it might have seemed at first that 
Jesus was naming an obvious rule everyone already 

knew, but Jesus called it a new command.

 

Unscramble the letters to identify the “new” 
command Jesus gave in John 13:34. 

What was “new” about this rule? The 
key is in what Jesus said next, “Just 

as I have loved you, you must 
also love one another.” For us to 

gear up and get ready for the 
game each day, we must see 

the link between Jesus’ love 
for us and our love for one 

another—only those who 
know they’ve been loved 

deeply can transfer that 
deep love to another. 

BONUS 
Round
By the time Jesus 
spoke these words, the 
command to love one 
another had been around 
for centuries. Not only that, 
but Jesus had already told 
them that loving God and 
people were the two greatest 
commands. Check out these two 
passages.

Leviticus 19:18

Matthew 22:34-40
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WORKOUTDRILL

“Love one another” might seem really broad. We know it’s the second 
most important command, but how are you supposed to love people? 
Does God give us more specific instructions about how to do that? 

One way to study the Bible is to look for common phrases. “One 
another” appears in more places and as a follow up to other words 
besides “love.” 

A quick Internet search of “one another verses” yields the following 
references, among others. Write beside each one what you learn about 
loving one another.

1 Corinthians 12:25

Ephesians 4:32

Ephesians 5:19

Ephesians 5:21

Colossians 3:16

1 Thessalonians 4:18

Hebrews 10:25

James 5:16

1 Peter 5:5
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    G
EAR UP. TOUCHDOWN. WORKOUT. STEP IT UP. PLAY TO W

IN. GRAB YOUR GEAR.

Team building
Read John 19:25-27.

In John’s experience walking side by side with Jesus, he surely felt loved. 
Perhaps one of the more poignant times would have been when he stood 
at the foot of the cross looking up at Jesus, who was nailed to it. As Jesus 
looked down at His mom and His friend, John, He let them know they were 
in this together.

What does the Bible say John did at that very moment? 

When we experience the boundless love of Jesus in our lives, we can’t 
help but recognize we’re in this together, a team, with other people who 
have also known His love.
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    G
EAR UP. TOUCHDOWN. WORKOUT. STEP IT UP. PLAY TO W

IN. GRAB YOUR GEAR.

End of  
season
Read John 20:1-10 and 21:1-14.

In these two experiences, we see John again calling himself “the disciple 
Jesus loved.” It’s as if he wanted to shout over time and space for all to 
hear, “JESUS LOVES ME!” 

In both accounts, the season of life with Jesus on earth was ending, but 
Jesus lovingly points forward to what is ahead. 

When the disciples went fishing in John 21, they were obviously 
feeling the effects of the end of this season of their lives. They retreated 
to a familiar place, the place where for many of them, following Jesus 
had begun. They were probably reminiscing, and Jesus showed up to 
reminisce right along with them. 

He didn’t tell them to get over it, and get going. Instead, Jesus

 > reminded them He had called them to be fishers of men. (Luke 
5:5-10; Matthew 4:19)

 > forgave Peter and restored his calling. (John 21:15-25)

 > reminded them of their close fellowship as they shared a meal, 
as they had numerous times before.

What memories of Jesus do you have that remind you of His love for you?
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POST GAME CHALLENGE
Today’s session can be summed up in these three statements:

1.  Jesus invites us into a close knit, leaning-on type of relationship with 
Him.

2. Jesus wants us to love other people the way He loves us.

3.  Jesus will continue to reveal His love for us now and throughout 
eternity.

Apply these truths to your life in one or more of the following ways. Place a 
check beside any you will commit to do. 

   Thank Jesus for loving you unconditionally.

    Receive Jesus’ gift of salvation by placing your trust in Him. If you 
have already placed your faith in Him for salvation, place your trust 
in Him in a specific area you struggle with.

   Think of a way you can love someone this week the way Jesus loves 
you. Do it.

   Take steps to know Jesus’ love in a deeper way.
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JESUS 
GIVES ME 

JOY

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:23-34

TODAY’S POINT
Jesus is the source of all joy.
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Field of play
Children living in the fishing village of Koh Panyee loved the sport of 
soccer, but could only watch it on TV. Koh Panyee is a small floating village 
in Thailand, built on stilts by Indonesian fishermen. The entire village is 
surrounded by water, and there is no soil or dry land to be found.

That is, until 1986, when a group of innovative and determined kids built 
a floating soccer field (pitch) from scrap wood and old fishing rafts. The 
boys formed a team and practiced on their wood plank floating field, and 
eventually entered a tournament on the mainland. The village pitched in to 
buy the team uniforms, and many traveled by boat to watch the boys play. 

They were better than they thought! The Panyee Football Club got 3rd 
place in that very first tournament. After that, the sport became the favorite 
pastime on the island, and the Panyee FC has caught the attention of 
soccer fans around the world.  

A SOCCER FIELD IS CALLED A “PITCH,” BECAUSE …

A.  soccer was created in England, and “pitch” is 
the British version of “field.”

B.  the first soccer games were played on farming 
land and pitchforks were used to remove all 
the hay.

C.  the sound of vuvuzelas being blown by 
spectators is heard at a tone several octaves 
lower on the field than in the stands.

D.  initially, goalies stood on a mound to return the 
ball into the field of play.
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Everyone’s field of play in life is different. The children of Koh Panyee 
made the most of theirs. What circumstances do you have that you must 
overcome as you play the game of life?

Freeze frame 

Do you ever feel like you’re stuck in a certain position, with no way out? 
Draw a picture to show a circumstance in your life where you tend to feel 
like you’re stuck, or on pause.

Foul
Read Acts 16:23-24.  

Paul and Silas had been attacked by a mob, stripped of their clothes, and 
beaten with rods over and over again. Then, as if they were the most 
dangerous of criminals, they were thrown in the inner prison of the jail 
where their feet were locked in the stocks. They were unfairly treated, 
badly injured, and physically immobilized.

For most of us, it would take far less for us to sulk and put an end to any 
sort of positive outlook or disposition. 

Circle just one of the horrors Paul and Silas faced in the paragraph above. 
Then choose which emoji would best describe your attitude in that situation.
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Psych-up song
Read Acts 16:25-30. 

Do you have a song that helps you worship Jesus when you’re down? 
What is it?

It had been a long day, and now it was midnight. Surely the two 
beaten men wanted to sleep the day’s events away, but they didn’t. 

We don’t know what song Paul and Silas were singing, but the 
fact is, they were. Paul and Silas could experience joy in the 

midst of a dark jail cell because true joy cannot be taken from 
anyone. When the true Source of joy is in us, no circumstance 

or person can steal it away. Their joy in adversity was a 
witness to the power of Jesus in a person’s life. The 

prisoners were ____________________ (v. 25).

Free kick
An earthquake suddenly shook the prison and 

broke loose the trapped prisoners. The prison 
doors flew open … but no one left. They had a 

free kick; they could win the game. But the jailer 
would lose, and not just temporarily —he didn’t 

know the Lord. His life would end in death 
and defeat, forever.

Why do you think Paul and Silas and 
the other prisoners didn’t leave?

What do you think caused the 
jailer to want to be saved?

BONUS 
Round
In the Roman world, 
guards often were 
executed for negligence 
(see Acts 12:18-19). The jailer 
was certain he would face 
a punishment, possibly even 
death, for allowing Paul and Silas 
to escape.
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    WORKOUTDRILL

Prooftexting is the dangerous practice of using isolated 
verses to justify a theological position without regard to the 
context of the passage. For instance, someone might take 
Acts 16:31 to mean that the jailer’s salvation would extend to 
his family, regardless of any individual response to Jesus. Both 
context and the cross-references of a study Bible are helpful 
here. What do verses 32-34 indicate about how the jailer’s 
household believed and were saved?

Read Mark 16:16. Who is saved? Who is not?

Raising my game
Read Acts 16:31-34.

This was the reason Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into prison in 
the first place—they lived for the glory of God and gave far less concern to 
the temporary circumstances of the world. They didn’t have to think long 
and hard about the ethics of leaving the prison when God miraculously 
set them free. Spiritually, they were already free and wanted more than 
anything for the jailer and his family to be free, too.

How did the jailer respond to the message of the gospel? Write the 
specific things he did inside the letters of the word JOY.
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POST GAME CHALLENGE
Today’s session can be summed up in these four statements:

1.  Those who live as messengers of the gospel of Jesus will face difficult 
trials in life.

2. Jesus gives us joy, even in the worst possible circumstances.

3. God uses the joy of believers to encourage belief and joy in others.

4. God’s eternal purposes are bigger than any earthly circumstance.

Apply these truths to your life in one or more of the following ways. Place a 
check beside any you will commit to do. 

  Even if you are fearful, share the gospel message with someone 
who does not know Jesus.

 Pray for the joy of Jesus to be evident in your daily life.

  Thank someone whose joy in Christ 
constantly raises your game.

  Consider what God might want 
to accomplish in a difficult 
circumstance you currently face. 
Trust Him, and remain faithful.
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